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Israelis use civilians as protection 


SIDON (R) — Israeli troops Monday forced civilians to mount 
armoured vehicles driving through an area where the occupation 
army has oome under heavy resistance attacks near the southern 
city of Tyre, Lebanese security sources said. They said about 50 
civilians were made to cling to tanks and armoured personnel 
carriers that assembled in a 15- vehicle convoy at the Qasmiyeh 
Bridge over the Litani River. The convoy then drove off with the 
civilians on top. Several Israeli soldiers have been killed and 
wounded at a fortified position guarding the bridge, which is on 
Israel’s “front lines’' in South Lebanon and frequently comes 
under resistance attack. The sources said the civilians were all- 
owed to dismount after the convoy passed Tyre, about eight 
kilometres south. "The move was designed as a protection for the 
Israelis from resistance operations,'' the sources said: 
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Aqaba-Nuweibe link opens April 25 

CAIRO (Petra) — Minister of Transport Farhi Obeid and Egy- 
ptian Minister of Transport and Communications Suleiman Mut- 
walli announced here Monday that a land-sea link between 
Aqaba and the Egyptian port of Nuweibe' will be inaugurated on 
April 25. The announcement came after discussions held here 
Monday attended by officials representing the various transport, 
customs, interior, marine transport, energy and insurance in the 
two countries. During the session Mr. Mutwalii said in a speech 
.■l^that "brotherly and intimate spirit” contributed significantly to 
I reaching the agreement and decision to open the transport Tines 
r on Appl-25. Mr. Obeid stressed the importance of supporting and 
strengthening relations between the two countries in the political, 
■■social ana economic fields to serve citizens throughout die Arab 
IfWoridi” ■ 
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(jaboos receives 
King’s message 

MUSCAT (Petra) — A message 
from His Majesty King Hussein to 
Sultan ijaboos of Oman was del- 
ivered Monday by Chief of the 
Royal Court Marwan Al Qasem. 
The message deals with current 
Arab situation and relations bet- 
ween the two countries. Mr. 
Qasem, who arrived here earlier 
Monday, was met on arrival by the 
Omani Minister of Court Ham- 
mad Ibn Hmoud.- 

Bridge closure ' 
announced 

AMMAN (PetTa) — The Prince 
Mohammad Bridge across River 
Jordan will be closed Tuesday to 
travellers and trucks from and to 
the West Bank for repair and mai- 
ntenance works, a Public Security 
Department (PSD) spokesman 
said Monday. The spokesman 
asked people noL to proceed to the 
bridge on Tuesday. 

Urquhart visits 
U.N. troops, meet 
Kyprianou, Denktash 

NICOSIA (R) - Deputy U.N. 
Secretary-General Brian Urq- 
uhart had separate meetings 
■Monday with President Spyros 
Kyprianou and Turkish Cypriot 
leader Rauf Denktash. a U.N. mil- 
itary spokesman said. Mr. Urq- 
uhart. who arrived in Cyprus at 
the weekend, Sunday visited by 
helicopter positions manned by 
the 2,600-strong U.N. Pea- 
cekeeping Force. In Cyprus 
(UNICYP) along the 165- 
kilometre “green line" dividing 
the island. The spokesman said 
visiting the eight-nation UNICYP 
was the main purpose of Mr. Urq- 
uhart's visit. 

Libyan charged 
with Bonn murder 

BONN (R) — A young Libyan 
accused of shooting dead an anti- 
government Libyan exile and 
wounding two passers-by in a 
crowded Bonn square on Saturday 
has been formally charged with 
murder, police said Monday. A 
spokesman said Fatah i A I Tar- 
bom, 29. had been charged with 
killing Gebril Denali, who died of 
headwounds after he was shot in 
the city's central Muenster Squ- 
are. During questioning. Tarboni 
had admitted carrying out the att- 
ack on Denali and said it was tor 
political reasons. 

Would be assassin 
executed in Liberia 

MONROVIA f_Rj - The deputy 
commander oi Liberia's pre- 
sidential guard has been publicly 
executed on a beach near Mon- 
rovia on charges of trying to kill 
the country's ruler. Samuel Doe. 
official sources said Monday. Mr. 
Doe told journalists earlier he had 
Ordered the execution ot 
Lieutenant-Colonel Moses Fla- 
nzamaton who he said had 
machine-gunned his car at the 
gates of the presidential palace 
last Monday. But he said he had 
treed four politicians held for all- 
eged involvement in the ass- 
assination attempt because Col. 
Flanza mu ion's version ot the plot 
lacked conviction. Col. Fla- 
nzamaton said on radio and tel- 
evision that he had been ottered 
Si million dollars hv senior pol- 
iticians to murder Mr. Doe. 
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King pledges support 
for Sudan, its people 

Khartoum protesters demand civilian rule 


By a Jordan Tunes Staff Writer 
with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — His Majesty King Hussein 
Monday expressed Jordan’s total support 
for Sudan and its people and their free ind- 
ependent will and offered any support req- 
uested from the Kingdom in “realising the 
national aspirations of the people of Sudan 
for stability, prosperity and national unity 
on their national soil.” 


The King'ssupportforthe“slep 
for national salvation" in Sudan 
came in the wake of a bloodless 
coup in the African Arab country 
where Defence Minister Abdul 
Rahman Mohammad Hassan 
Swareddahab took power Sat- 
urday after toppling President 
Jaafar Numeiri. 

Reports from Khartoum said 
Monday the Sudanese capital 
remained largely crippled by str- 
ikes and thousands of people cal- 
led on the new military leadership 
to hand over power to a civilian 
government. 

The King's ■ .oh for Sudan 
and its people came in a telephone 
call he made to Lieutenant- 
General Swareddahab in his cap- 
acity as the commander- in-chief 
of the Sudanese armed forces, the 
Jordanian News Agency. Petra, 
said. It added that Lt.-Gen. Swa- 
reddahab thanked the King for his 
“brotherly initiative and promised 
to convey Jordan's support and 
feelings to the people of Sudan 
and their national leadership." 

Eyewitnesses quoted by Reuter 
in a dispatch from Khartoum said 
demonstrators' gathered outside 
the headquarters of the general 
armed forces command and called 
on Lt.-Gen. Swareddahab to hand 
over power to a civilian gov- 
ernment. 

The demonstrators, estimated 
at 5.000 to 7,000 strong, carried 
banners condemning Mr. Num- 


eirfs one-party rule and dem- 
anding a multi-party system imm- 
ediately, Reuier said. 

Chanting such slogans as "We 
shall not be ruled by remnants of 
the May revolution" — a ref- 
erence to Mr. Nuraeirfs 1969 tak- 
eover — the demonstrators said 
they were voicing fears that the 
new junta could be marking time 
to perpetuate its rule. 

An army major told the crowds, 
through a loudspeaker that the 
new leadership needed to stay in 
power for some time to allow pol- 
itical groups time to organise the- 
mselves for a civilian take over. 

Lt.-Gen. Swareddahab met 
representatives of striking pro- 
fessional unions at the armed for- 
ces headquarters Monday evening 
for talks on the political future of 
Sudan. 

Following the talks, the official 
Omdurman Radio said the union 
v representatives to end the general 
' strike that led to Mr. Numeiri’s 
ouster. 

Following the meeting, the off- 
icial Omdurman Radio said. Lt.- 
Gen. Swareddahab had sum- 
moned the unionists after they 
derided in meetings Sunday night 
to continue the strike unitl the 
state security apparatus, a pillar of 
Mr. Numein s ousted regime, was 
dismantled and power was tra- 
nsferred “from the army to the 
people." 

Lt.-Gen. Swareddahab, who 


has promised civilian rule after six 
months, acceded to the first dem- 
and on Sunday by ordering the 
army to take over the security 
agency's functions and confiscate 
its weapons and communications 
equipment. 

While there was no immediate 
union confirmation of the Omd- 
urman Radio report, some union 
members interviewed by the AP 
indicated they were willing to go 
back to work. 

Informed Sudanese sources 
quoted by Reuter said the new 
leadership was not yet sure what 
steps to take to bring life in the 
capital back to normal. 

The sources also said political 
groups which participated in 
anti-Numeiri demonstrations last 
Wednesday and Thursday were 
already bickering among the- 
mselves over a joint approach to 
the new junta. 

These groups include the ban- 
ned Communist Party and the 
underground fundamentalist Mus- 
lim Brotherhood organisation. 

The new military leader has 
ordered the arrest of all senior off- 
icials of Mr. Numeirfs gov- 
ernment. He has also released all 
political prisoners. 

Most of those released belong 
to the Muslim Brotherhood, the 
Communist Party and the Arab 
Baathist Party — the three groups 
largely blamed by Mr. Numeiri for 
civil unrest in Sudan. The ousted 
president had also accused the 
groups for plotting sabotage and 
subversion. ' 

Hundreds of Sudanese, dep- 
rived of alcoholic drinks for under 
Islamic law implemented by Mr. 
Numeiri IS months ago. also 
demonstrated Monday for an end 
to the ban. 

“We want beer, we want beer," 
crowds outside hotels and other 
public buildings shouted. 

Mr. Numeiri poured Sudan's 
liquour stocks into the Nile when 
he imposed Shari' a (Islamic law) 
in September 19X3. 



Prime M minis ter Zaid Rifai addresses the Upper House of Parliament Monday (Petra photo) 

King authorises House to debate new cabinet 

Rifai pledges close cooperation, 
coordination with parliament 


TASS 

attacks 

American 

rejection 

of missile 

freeze 

MOSCOW (R) - The official 
Soviet news agency TASS said 
Monday that Washington’s dec- 
lared reason for rejecting Kremlin 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev's uni- 
lateral missile moratorium was a 
“gross lie." 

TASS military writer Vladimir 
Chernyshov said the United States 
had deliberately ignored its own 
forward-based nuclear systems 
and those of Brirain and France 
when it swiftly dismissed Mr. 
Gorbachev's freeze, announced 
Sunday night. 

"It is an unobjective view, to 
put it mildly, or a gross he to put it 
siraighily. " he said. 

Mr. Gorbachev. 54. said in an 
interview with the Communist 
Party daily Pravda that Moscow 
was halting medium- range missle 
deployments in Europe from Sun- 
day until November. 

Hie Reagan administration said 
the moratorium was similar to ear- 
lier Soviet offers in that it froze 
weapons levels at a big dis- 
advantage to the United States 
(See page 8). 

Chernyshov said American lea- 
ders compared Soviet missiles 
only with ground-based missiles, 
ignoring other U.S. systems and 
French and British nuclear wea- 
pons, which Washington considers 
independent deterrents. 

The TASS writer said Was- 
hington had “hastily dismissed the 
USSR's new peace initiatives" 
and ignored Moscow's clear cal! to 
freeze arms deployments while 

(Continued on page 3) 

Soviet offer arouses little Western 
interest, page 4 

U.K. cool to Soviet move, page 8 


Iraq ‘ready to work 
with U.N. for peace’ 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Pre- 
sident Saddam Hussein said Mon- 
day Iraq was ready to cooperate 
fully in United Nations 
Secretary-General Javier Perez dc 
Cuellar's efforts to find a peaceful 
solution to the Gulf war. 

In a meeting with the visiting 
U.N. chief, he said Baghdad had 
responded to previous U.N. peace 
overtures and accused Iran of res- 
ponsibility for the continuing 
human and material losses bec- 
ause of its rejection of peace. 

“Iraq is ready to sincerely and 
seriously cooperate with the U.N. 
to discuss practical solutions that 
lead to an end to the fighting and 
solve the conflict in a way that 
guarantees both countries' dignity 
and sovereignty," Baghdad Tel- 
evision quoted President Hussein 
as saying. 

Fhc television said Mr. Perez dc 
Cuellar, who arrived here earlier 
Monday, had stressed the need for 
talks on all aspects of the 4 j- 
ycar-old conflict and a quick sol- 
ution bringing a list and per- 
manent peace. 

He had talks earlier with For- 
eign Minister and Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz, who also att- 
ended the meeting with the pre- 
sident. 

U.N. officials indicated that 
their chief was firming up a set of 
proposals for peace between the 
two belligerents, but refused to 
reveal any details. 

Arab diplomatic sources in 
Bahrain and Qatar told the Ass- 
ociated PTess the secretary- 
general was crystallising an 
eight-point plan in this con- 
nection. 

These, they said, included an 
immediate end to the so-called 
“war of the cities,*’ the air attacks 
on Gulf commercial shipping, 
ensuring safety of civil aviation in 
the region, and a ceasefire along 
the 1.18(MriIomeire war from. 

Other points in the purported 
plan envisaged an attempt to ass- 
ess war damage on both sides and 
define steps to get the two warring 


sides to a negotiating table for a 
decisive end to the conflict, the 
same sources said. 

U.N. sources quoted by the AP 
that Perez de Cuellar was ser- 
iously weighing the advisability of 
calling a U.nT Security Council 
meeting to take up the war. 

Arab countries along the Gulf 
region, directly threatened by spi- 
llovers from the Iran-Iraq war, 
have urged the secretary-general 
to oonvene an emergency session 
of the Security Council in hopes of 
bringing the protracted conflict to 
an end. 

Iran's official Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) quoted Mr. 
Perez de Cuellar as saying in Teh- 
ran that he believed the Security 
Council was about to review its 
stance on the war. 

IRNA in a news commentary 
criticised the U.N. as “ineffective" 
in dealing with the conflict. 

first Deputy Prime Minister 
Taha Yassin Ramadan said mea- 
nwhile that Iraq rejected "partial 
solutions" to the Vh year conflict 
and was interested only in an ove- 
rall settlement. 

Iran has said it wants only an 
end to attacks on civilian targets 
and shipping in the Gulf, and for 
Iraq to stop using “chemical wea- 
pons" and lift its declaration of 
Iranian airspace as a war zone. 
Tehran says it will go on fighting 
until the Iraqi government is ove- 
rthrown. 

Addressing para-military pop- 
ular army troops in Oadrsiyah 
province in southern Iraq. Mr. 
Ramadan said: “The Iraqi people 
refuse to transform the aggressive 
war into a war of attrition. 

"The Iraqis will continue inf- 
licting heavy losses on the Iranian 
regime until the Tehran rulers 
submit to the logic of right and 
accept a just peace," he added. 

Mr, Perez de Cuellar flew to 
Baghdad from Tehran with a sto- 
pover in Qatar. He said the Ira- 
nian capital Sunday that he wan- 
ted only to find out more about 
(Continued on page 3) 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The government will 
work towards increasing coo- 
peration and coordination with 
the legislative body in the Kin- 
gdom for better serving the var- 
ious sectors in the society. Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai S3td Monday. 

In the first public speech he del- 
ivered since taking office Thu- 
rsday. Mr. Rifai told the Upper 
House of Parliament (Senate)) that 
“we are in a bad need to work 
together hand in hand in carrying 
out our joint legislative and exe- 
cutive responsibilities in the ser- 
vice of the country and the cit- 
izen.” 

Addressing the Senate, he said 
the government is a' part of the 
society and that “we will lay the 
grounds for cooperation and coo- 
rdination with your council Ih a 
brotherly and honest spirit." 

Mr. Rifai said the government 
! will be open for suggestions by 
parliamentarians, "who are like 
1 the govrenmeni, of and for the 
] people." 

Responding to a welcoming 


speech Senate Speaker Ahmad 
Lawzi delivered at the beginning 
of the session. Mr. Rifai expressed 
“feelings of gratitude and pride" 
for the confidence of His Majesty 
King Hussein in him and the* 
members of the new cabinet. 

Mr. Rifai also thanked former 
Prime Minister Ahmad Obeidat 
for his efforts in serving the King 
and the country through difficult 
circumstances. Mr. Obeidat has 
been appointed a member of the 
Senate. 

The Senate then endorsed a 
number of provisional laws app- 
roved and passed by the Lower 
House of Parliament 

A Royal Decree issued Monday 
authorised the Lower House of 
Parliament to include in its agenda 
for the next session oh Thursday a 
debate of the new. government’s 
ministerial' programme for a vote 
of confidence by the House, which 
is currently convened in an ext- 
raordinary session. 

Under the Royal Decree, the 
House will also discuss provisional 
laws for licensing the Jordan Ele- 
ctric Power Company, the Jordan 
Petroleum Refinery Company for 


the year 1985 and a provisional 
law on natural resources. 

The House will also debate loan 
agreements signed between the 
Kingdom and die Arab Economic 
and Social Development Fund for 
the financing of development pro- 
jects. 

Meanwhile, four members ot 
die new cabinet were sworn in 
Monday before the King and ass- 
umed Lheir ministerial res- 
ponsibilities. The other members 
ot the cabinet were sworn in Thu- 
rsday but the Tour ministers sworn 
in Monday were out of Jordan at 
the lime, the Jordanian News 
Agency. Petra, said. 

ITicy were Deputy Prime Min-™ 
ister and Minister of Education 
Abdul Wahab Al Majafi.- Minister 
of Municipal arid Rural affairs and 
the Environment Marwan Al 
Humoud. Minister of Industry. 
Trade and Supply Dr. Raja'i Al 
Muasher and Minister of Occ- 
upied Territories Affairs Dr. 
Taher Kanan. Attending the-swe- 
aring in ceremony were Prime 
Minister Al Rifai and Court Min- 
ister Adnan Abu Odeh. 


Jordanian 
doctors 
perform 
two unique 
operations 

AMMAN (J.T.; —Two successful 
percutaneous .rans-lumineal cor- 
onary angioplasty heart surgeries 
were carried out Sunday and 
Monday at the Queen Alia Heart 
Institute (QAHI) in Al Hussein 
Medical Centre in Amman mar- 
king the first recorded car- 
diovascular operations of this kind 
in the Middle East. 

The Jordanian doctors who per- 
formed the operation were Dr. 
Samir Qussous, senior cardiac 
consultant and medical director of 
QAHI, and Dr. Fares Dughmi, 
cardiac specialist at the institute. 
One of the two patients will leave 
the institute Tuesday, and the 
other will leave the hospital Thu- 
rsday. 

Dr. Qussous described that the 
health condition of the two pat- 
ients as “very good," and the pat- 
ients themselves in an interview 
with Jordan Television said that 
they feel extremely relieved after 
the operations. (See story on page 
3). 


Jordan calls for urgent 
Arab action in Lebanon 


TUNIS (Petra) — The Arab Lea- 
gue Council Monday cpnvencd an 
extra-ordinary session on Jordan's 
request to discuss the det- 
eriorating situation in Lebanon 
resulting from pro-Israeli gun- 
men's continued aggression on 
Palestinian refugee camps in 
South Lebanon. 

Jordan's ambassador to Tunis 
and permanent representative to 
the Arab League, Nabil Nimr. cal- 
led on the Arab Nation to “sho- 
ulder its historical responsibilities 
towards the situation ip Leb- 
anon." 

He said that Monday's Arab 
League meeting was “an exp- 
ression of solidarity with Pal- 
estinians and Lebanese in South 
Lebanon and our determination 
to help and aid them.’’ 

He said that Israel was emb- 
arking on a scheme that will sub- 
stitute the inhabitants ot southern 
Lebanon and create an isolation 
zone that will be under its total 
domination. 

Mr. Nimr said that Israel's plans 
could only materialise because ot 
the absence of Arab solidarity. 

He praised the heroes of res- 
istance in Lebanon. 

Addressing the opening session. 
Arab League Secretary-General 
Chadli Klibi praised the resistance 
of the Lebanese people and exp- 


lained Israel’s aims in escalating 
its attacks on Palestinian refugee 
camps. 

Mr. Klibi called for a unifieJ 
Arab stand to face Israel's int- 
entions in South Lebanon. 

Addressing the session also 
were representatives of the Uni- 
ted Arab Emirates, the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). 
Syria and Lebanon. 

The Jordanian delegation sub- 
mitted a proposed resolution 
which was discussed at Monday's 
session. 

The council formulated a com- 
mittee consisting Jordan, the 
PLO. Lebanon and Syria to study 
the proposd and put it in a final 
draft to be discussed during the 
session. 

Mr. Klibi told the opening ses- 
sion: "Israel is trying now to set off 
an explosion on a national scale in 
Lebanon... to put pressure on inh- 
abitants of South Lebanon to 
leave rhe region in droves and to 
settle historical scores with the 
Palestinian people." he said. 

He told the session, attended by 

permanent representatives to the 
Arab League, that Israel sought ro 
destroy Palestinian camps. 

Mr. Klibi accused Israel ot car- 
rying out massacres and des- 
troying entire villages since its 
invasion of Lebanon . 


Beirut militias renew clashes 


BEIRUT (Agencies) - Fighting 
between rival militiamen flared in 
the Lebanese capital on Monday 
and clashes with rocket-propelled 
grenades across Beirut's "green 
line'* killed three and wounded 
eight people, police said. 

Police said two major crossing 
between Beirut's mostly Muslim 
wesiem and mainly Christian wes- 
tern sectors - the “Ring" road 
and Sodeco - remained closed 
curly Monday despite a predawn 
ceasefire. 

Beirut residents heard nig- 
htlong automatic fire and exp- 
losion’s of rocket-propelled gre- 
nades and security sources and 
radio stations said the worst cla- 
shes were in the devastated city 
centre and the southern suburbs. 


Gashes were also reported 
between the Lebanese army and 
militiamen of the mostly Druzc 
Progressive Socialist Parry (PS ) 
at Souq Al Gharb above Beirut, 
and between the Falangist “Leb- 
anese Forces” and PSP forces in 
Rfarshima and Shweifat just 
south-east of the capital. 

Clashes have erupted in Beirut 
tor the past three nights. Shooting 
and explosions temporarily closed 
most crossing points between the 
two sectors of the capita! Sunday. 

Hie tension coincides with pre- 
parations for y congress of Chr- 
istian leaders Tuesday to seek a 
joint stand on political problems 
including President Amin Gem- 
uyefs Syrian-backed efforts for 


national reconciliation. 

Mr. Gemavel’s policies are 
being challenged by rebels who 
last month seized control of his 
Falangist Party's "Lebanese For- 
ces" militia. 

Syria is pressing Mr. Gcmuycl 
to overcome the revolt quickly j 
and resume a year-long effort at 
reconciliation. 

About 100 Christian leaders, 
including former preside ms and 
politicians and militia chiefs, arc 
expected to attend Tuesday's Bki- 
rki conference. 

Mr. Gcmayei wants a united 
Christian stand on a number of 
pressing problems, hoping to out- 
flank the rebels in the mostly Chr- 
istian "Lebanese Forces". 


Shelling 
kills 3 
Palestinian 
teenagers 
in ‘Ain Al 
Hilweh 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — Falangist 
militiamen kept up their shelling 
of the southern port of Sidon and 
Palestinian refugee camps sur- 
rounding the city' and repons rea- 
ching the Lebanese capital said 
three people were killed and 10 
others were wounded, raising the 
dead] toll to 5 1 since the violence 
broke out J 1 days ago. 

Host families spent the night in 
shelters as overnight butties and 
shelling duels rocked Sidon until 
utter dawn. 

Palestinian fighters and their 
Lebanese supporters are fighting 
the mostly Christian Falangi.Ci 
"Lebanese Forces" militiamen, 
who have also turned their gun> 
against the poorly-equipped Leb- 
anese army soldiers. The “Leb- 
anese Forces" militiamen in South 
Lebanon have pledged loyalty to 
the militia commander. Dr. Samir 
Gcagea. who broke away from the 
parly leadership headed by Pre- 
sident Amin Gemavel. 

The militiamen are supported 
bv the Israeli-backed ' South Leb- 
anon Army" (SLA). 

Monday's exchanges tapered 
off at daybreak but picked up 
again at mid morning. Hospital*, 
and local police said three Pal- 
estinian refugees, two brothers at 
age 15 and' 16 and their II- 
yeur-old lemale cousin, were kil- 
led at Sidon's 'Ain Al Hilweh 
camp 

In the late morning, only two or 
three explosions could be heard 
along with occasional sniper fire. 
Traffic was scarce, and the few 
cars seen on the streets were dri- 
\ ing with great speed. The fighting 
pace picked up again at mid- 
inorning with the sound of rep- 
eated explosions coming Iroin 
suburban areas east of the city. 

In addition to the three dead, 
hospitals and local police said ai 
least 10 people, including two Pal- 
estinian fighters and one Leb- 
anese army soldier. were wounded 
in the latest clashes that forced 
shops anJ businesses to remain 
dosed in several neighbourhoods 
ol the provincial capital ol South 
Lebanon. 

The overnight exchanges fol- 
lowed a mortar barrage that hit 
the city's main commercial tho- 
roughfare. damaging several 
shops and sending resilenis scu- 
rrying lor cover, police said. 

Politicians and religious leaders 
in the Sidon region field a three- 
hour conference. They called fora 
prompt ceasefire, withdrawal ol 
irregulars, deployment of army 
units in and around the city, and 
the return of an estimated 4U.UiH» 
people who fled their homes dur- 
ing the fighting. 

A statement said the conferees 
at the Maronite Catholic bishopric 
in Sidon had asked Defence Min- 
ister Adel Osseiran. who attended 
the meeting, to 'carry their call to 
the central government in Beirut. 

Lebanese leaders and Syria 
have held Dr. Geagea responsible 
for the fighting in Si Jon. which is 
40 kilometres south ui Beirut. 
They charged he was instigated by- 
Israel to try to partition Lebanon 
into sectarian mini-states. 

Army reinforcements ul troops 
and armoured personnel carriers 
were massed early last week at 
Beirut airport to go south to dis- 
engage the Sidon combatants. But 
the reinforcements remained Nig- 
ged down at the airport Monday 
bccau.se militia commands failed 
lo reach agreement on where the 
army will he deployed in and aro- 
und Sidon. 

Sidon parliamentary deputy 
Nazih Birzi said after Monday's 
meeting in Sidon all had blamed 
the fighting on "an Israeli con- 
spiracy earned out by Lebanese 
tools," which he said were the 
"Lebanese Forces” and the SLA. 

Defence Minister Osseiran. 
who was al the meeting, promised 
that the government would send 
"a well -equipped army to extend 
state authority" in the Sidon reg- 
ion. 

Lightly -equipped army uniLs 
bayed in the city have made little 
impression on the Falangist mil- 
itiamen, who have taken over the 
eastern suburbs and nearby vil- 
lages. 








2 Home-Middle East news 


New Sudanese leader 
gains key allies’ support 


CAIRO (R) — Sudan’s new military rulers have 
gained cautious support from key allies, including 
the United States, Britain, Saudi Arabia and Egypt, 
but the North African country remained cut off from 
the rest of the world Monday for the fourth day. 


The four allies said ihey were 
willing lo cooperate with the new 
rulers who toppled the gov- 
ernment of former President Jaa- 
far Numeiri in a bloodless coup 
this weekend, ending 10 days ot 
turmoil. 

Telex and telephone lines have 
been down since April 3 and the 
airport remained closed. 

A U.S. State Department off- 
icial in Washington said: “There N 
a desire on both sides to try to 
work together." 

A meeting with the U.S. charge 
d'affaires in Khartoum was among 
the first held by new Sudanese 
leader Gen. Abdul Rahman Swa- 
reddahah. a report by the Egy- 
ptian Middle East News Agency 
IMENA1 from Khartoum said. 

Gen. SwareJdahab also met die 
ambassadors ot Egypt. Saudi 
Arabia and China. 

In London. Foreign Office Min- 
ister Richard Luce said Gen. Swa- 
reddahah's initial statements were 
encouraging and Britain hoped to 
be able to work with the new gov- 
ernment. 

MENA quoted a statement by 
the new military command as say- 
ing that leaders ot the tormer gov- 
ernment had been arrested, inc- 
luding vice-presidents, ministers 
and officials of the ruling political 
party. It gave no names. 

llie agency also said the army- 
had responded favourably to a 
popular demand to dissolve the 
country's slate security int- 
elligence organisation and create a 
new "National Security Org- 
anisation” under the army. 

Sudan's Omdurman Radio, 
monitored here, said politicians 


detained by the ousted gov- 
ernment had been released. 

Reports from Western dip- 
lomats reaching Cairo said life in 
Khartoum appeared slowly to be 
returning to normal. Some shops 
reopened and the government 
appealed to workers and emp- 
loyees to resume work, they said. 

Egypt meanwhile said it would 
support any government the Sud- 
anese people wanted. 

A statement issued Sunday by 
Foreign Minister Esmat Abdul 
Muguid said Egypt would not int- 
ervene in Sudan's internal affairs 
and also warned it would not acc- 
ept any "outside aggression" aga- 
inst SuJun. 

President Hosni Mubarak, who 
sheltered Mr. Numeiri. Sunday 
said he was in contact with the new 
leaders and that he had exchanged 
messages with Gen. Swa- 
reddahab. 

In Riyadh King Fahd of Saudi 
Arabia on Sunday was the first 
Arab leaders to send con- 
gratulations to the commander of 
the Sudanese Armed Forces on 
hecoming the leader of the Afr- 
ican country after a bloodless 
coup. 

Hie official Saudi Press Agency 
said the monarch, in his message 
to Gen. Swareddahab. also unZl- 
erscored the kingdom's "care to 
perpetuate and consolidate the 
ties ot brotherhood" with Sudan. 

Earlier in the day. the gov- 
ernments of Kuwait and the Uni- 
ted Arab Emirates issued separate 
statements of support tor the new 

military regime in Khartoum. 

Saudi Arabia is a member in the 
six-nation Gulf Cooperation 


Council (GCC), a regional mil- 
itary and economic alliance that 
also comprises Bahrain, Oatar, 
Oman, Kuwait and ihe UAE. 

It was understood here that all 
GCC countries would follow 
Saudi example and declare their 
support for the new Khartoum 
leadership. 

Lebanese Prime Minister Ras- 
hid Karami Monday welcomed 
Saturday's coup d'etat in Sudan. 

"We consider the coup an emb- 
odiment of the will of the citizens 
in that brotherly country... we 
cannot but recognise all that ema- 
nates from the people and all that 
they want arid seek.” Mr. Karami 
told a delegation of lawyers in his 
home town, the northern port of 
Tripoli. 

"The famine there (in Sudan) is 
threatening part of its people... we 
pray to God to protect Sudan.” he 
said. 

In Damascus. Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouq A1 Shara said 
Monday the overthrow of Sud- 
anese President Juafar Numeiri 
was a lesson to Arab rulers “who 
ignored their peoples hopes" as a 
government newspaper urged ref- 
orms within Sudan. 

The government newspaper 
Hshrin Monday called on Sudan's 
new- rulers to introduce com- 
prehensive reforms and said the 
coup had created a “new situation 
with unpredictable consequences 
and opened the door wide for cha- 
nges and reforms." 

Libyan leader Muammar Gad- 
hali said Sunday that ousted Sud- 
anese leader Jaafar Numeiri had 
paid the price of relying on Egy- 
ptian support. 

Libya quickly welcomed the 
takeover in Khartoum Saturday 
by the army. 

But the new Sudanese leader 
has stressed his commitment to 
the existing alliance with the 
U.S. -backed government in 
Cairo. 


Benjedid’s U.S. visit shows political balance 


ALGIERS ( K) - President Cliu- 
dli Benjedid visits Washington 
next week on a trip that illustrates 
the balance and pragmatism he 
has brought to Algeria's hitherto 
radical politics, according to Wes- 
tern diploma Us. 

Mr. ChadliS official visit, the 
first to the United buttes by an 

Algerian head of state since ind- 
ependence from France in 1962. 
demonstrates the greater mod- 
eration he has brought to foreign 
policy in particular, the diplomats 
said. 

The Algerian leader, closely 
watched by more conservative 
minded puny leaders, has steadily 
moved away from the doctrinaire 
policies followed for 14 years by 
his predecessor Houari Bou- 
medienne. 

A revolution which did not evo- 
lve was doomed to failure, he said 
last month, pledging imp- 
rovements in the country's eco- 
nomic management and per- 
formance. 

There have been frequent 


high-level con tacts between the 
two countries since Algeria helped 
negotiate the release of U.S. hos- 
tages from Iran in 19S1. But the 
announcement that Mr. C’hadli 
would see President Reagan on 
April 1 7 still came as something ot 
a shock in Algiers. 

For, .the past 20 years Algeria 
has been one of the Third World's 
most vocal critics of ‘•imp- 
erialism” and iLs unity is still lar- 
gely equipped by the Soviet 
Union. 

_ Algeria rejecLs U.S. policy in 
Central America and Vlr. Chadli 
will visit Cuba next month. 

But from Washington s point of 
view Algeria is still a "responsible 
country" in North Africa which 
itself is seen us an island of relative 
stability in un Arab World in tur- 
moil. the diplomats said. 

U.S. policy in North Africa has 
traditionally centred on pro- 
Westem Morocco and Tunisia, 
but friendly ties with Algeria have 
become increasingly attractive 
with the growth of Algerian inf- 


luence in the Non-Aligned and 
Arab Worlds, they added. 

Algeria hopes that a rapp- 
rochement with Washington 
could produce what Algiers would 
>ee as a more balanced U.S. policy 
in North Africa. 


"Considering our stated policy 
ot strict non-alignment, it is abs- 
olutely normal that the president 
shoul J go to Washington as well as 
Moscow.” said an Algeria official 
who declined to he identified. 

He conceded that although rel- 
ations with Moscow were still pol- 
ite, they were not as warm tvs 
under Mr. Bouinedienne. 



jORDANJHM 

j Israelis plan to close 
Jerusalem Hospice 

iku till'. 111 lh< 


CROWN PRINCE CONGRATULATES ister Zaid Rifai during a meeting at the Prime Min- 
RIFA1: His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan ls * r 7 (Petra photo) 

Monday congratulates and confers with Prime .Min- 


Egypt 
proposes 
resumption 
of talks 


on Taba 


Algeria hopes to convince Was- 
hington that in ihe Western Sah- 
ara. where it supports Polisario 
guerrillas fighting Morocco tor 
independence, it is Morocco 
which is holding up a solution. 


Morocco gets U.S. military aid 
und in return the United States has 
militaiy staging facilities in the 
countrv. 


CAIRO (AP) — Foreign Minister 
Esmat Abdul Meguid has said that 
Egypt has invited Israel and the 
United States for a meeting at the 
Suez Canal city of Ismailia later 
this month io resume talks on the 
border dispute area of Taba. 

Egypt and Israel regard the 
United States as a partner in Mid- 
dle East peace efforts. 

Speak inn before a joint meeting 
of the parliament's Foreign Rel- 
ations and National Security 
Committees. Mr. Abdul Meguid 
said Egypt suggested a date w ithin 
the next two weeks bui did not 
elaborate on Israel's response. 

Israeli embassy spokesman 
Isaac Bar Moshe confirmed that 
Israel had received ihe Egyptian 
invitation but said no agreement 
has been reached yet on a date for 
the talks. 

"Consultations are still going on 
to fix a date. The two sides are 
expected to agree on a date within 
the coming few days.” Vlr. Bar 
Moshe said. 

Mr. Abdul Meguid said the 
proposStTtalks would be a ‘con- 
tinuation of last January's neg- 
otiations at Beersheba in southern 
Israel. 

Egypt wants to settle the dis- 
puie over the one- 
square-kilometres area through 
international arbitration but Israel 
prefers negotiation or mediation. 

Juoted by the Middle East 
News Agency (MENA). Mr. 
Abdul Meguid said the aim of the 
talks was to restore Egypt's "full 
sovereignty” over the snip of land 
overlooking the Aqaba Gulf. Isr- 
ael refused to hand over the area 
to’ Egypt in 1 9X2 when it com- 
pleted withdrawal from the Sinai 
Peninsula under the L?.S.- 


mediated lV7y peace treaty. d:t- 
iminti Tabu was an Israeli [er- 


riiorv. 


Israel plans to pull out 
of Nabatiyeh area soon 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
troops will soon withdraw from a 
volatile Shi’ite Muslim area of 
South Lebanon in advance of a 
total pullout expected in May. 
state radio said Monday. 

The report, also carried in Isr- 
aeli newspapers without att- 
ribution. said the army would 
leave the town of Nabatiyeh and 
the nearby villages of Jibsheet and 
Douair the scene of frequent gue- 
rrilla attacks. 

The pullback, apparently to the 
Litani River, about 15 kilometres 
from the Israeli border, will be 
carried out soon, the radio said. A 
military spokesman declined 
comment on the report. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin has said last week's closure 
of the Ansar Prison Camp, west of 
Nabatiyeh would enable the army 
to speed up its withdrawal from 
Lehanon. 

Israeli generals have said the 


army will complete its transfer of 
equipment to Israel by June. But 
press' reports' here have spoken of 
a total withdrawal by the end of 
May. 

The daily Haareiz suggested the 
partial 'withdrawal! would est- 
ablish a shorter, more easily def- 
ensible line along the Litani River , 
which ranges from 4 kilometres to 
20 kilometres north of the Israeli 
border. 

The paper said this would allow 
better supervision over the mov- 
ement of Lebanese into the area 
under its control, and decrease the 
risk of attacks on its troops in 
South Lebanon during the time 
remaining until its final pullout. 

Haaretz and the radio both said 
that army chief of staff Lt.-Gen. 
Moshe Levy was expected to 
report to the cabinet by ihe end of 
April that the army was ready to 
carry out the final stage of the wit- 
hdrawal. 


Lebanese guerrilla arms 
cache found in Paris 


PARIS (R) - Intelligence off- 
icers have unearthed a Lebanese 
arms cache in Paris which includes 
a pistol apparently used to ass- 
us&inuie two foreign diplomats 
three years ago. the Interior Min- 
istry said Monday. 

A ministry spokesman said off- 
icers last Tuesday raided a flat ren- 
ted by a Lebanese guerrilla sus- 
pect near the Champs Elysees and 
found 20 kilograms of explosives, 
two rocket-launchers and an ass- 
ortment of automatic weapons. 


Paris on charges of using a false 
passport. He was using the name 
Abdul tjnder Saadi when he was 
an-ested last October. 

The Beirut-based Lebanese 
Armed Revolutionary Factions 
last month demanded Ibrahim's 
release in exchange for the life of a 
French diplomat they were hol- 
ding hostage. The diplomat was 
later freed. 


Klibi: EC declaration has 
not gone far enough 


Among the weapons was a 
Czechoslovak-made 7.65 mm 


iiutomatic pistol probably used in 
the 19X2 killings of U.S. Military 
Attache Charles Ray and Israeli 
diplomat Yacov Barstmamov. the 
spokesman said. 

Officers of the Home Security 
Branch- DST. raided the apa- 
rtment after interrogating Abd- 
allah Georges Ibrahim, held in 


The shadowy “factions” group 
first surfaced in Paris in 19X1 
when it claimed responsibility for 
an abortive attempt to kill U.S. 
Charge D’Affaires Christian Cha- 
pman. They claimed the killings of 
hoth Rav and Barsimantov. 


The ministry spokesman said 
police questioning Ibrahim stu- 
mbled on the arms cache after dis- 
covering he was paying rent for a 
Paris apartment through a Swiss 
bank account. 


TUNIS (R) - The head of the 
Arab League has said that last 
month's European Community 
(EC) summit declaration had not 
gone far enough in statements on 
the Palestinians, South Lebanon 
and the Gulf war. 

Mr. Chad! t Klibi, secretary- 
general of the 21 -mem her lea- 
gue, while noting the community 
feaders' declaration on the need 
for a just pe ace in the Middle East, 
said in a statement, 

“We regret that it was not tho- 
ught necessary to recall in this 
same declaration the principles on 
which such a solution must rest, 
the most important being the rec- 
ognition of the right of the Pal- 
estinian people to self- 
determination and the need for 
Israel to withdraw from all occ- 
upied territories.” 

Mr. KJibi said the same applied 
to what the Brussels summit dec- 
laration had to say on South .Leb- 
anon, in that it failed to mention 
what he called Israel's systematic 
terrorism in the region. 

On the Guff war, he said that 
while the community’s appeal for 
peace talks and concern at ihe esc- 
alation of the conflict were app- 
reciated, it was to be regretted thai 
European leaders did not pin res- 
ponsibility on the country which 
had turned down 3ll mediation 


TV & RADIO 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


* Omani book and paintings exhibition 
di Yarmouk Univeisitv. 


* An exhibition of Spanish national cos- 
tumes 3t the Royal Cuhural Centre. 


* Scientific exhibit ions of computers, 
electronics and chemical and scientific 


Opening hours: 9.00 aon. - 5.CX3 pan. 
t Fridays and official holidays 10.00 aon. 
4.1X1 p.m.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery : Con tains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lptures by contemporary Islamic artists 
from most of the Muslim countries and a 
co I lea ion of paintings by 19ih Century 
oriental c. 1 artists. Muntazah. JahaJ 
Luweibdeh. Opening hours: 10.00 a.m. 
1.30 pm. and 3 JO p.m. - 6.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 630128. 


experiments at the University ot Jor- 
dan’s Faculty of Science. 


SERVICE CLUBS 


CULTURAL WEEK 


* Omani cultural week ji the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre. 


EXPOSITION 

* Expos! 

Holiday 

FRENCH FILM WEEK 


ilNHi on French murines at the 
Inn Hotel in Aqaba. 


Linas Amman Chib. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn, i JO pan. 

Lioas Philadelphia Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7 JO pan. 
Phitaddlptib Rotary Club. Meeeetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1:30 pan. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
ul the intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 pan. 
Royal Automobile Chib. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth Circle. Tel. 815261. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


VJUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 


Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 
port 


This infinmation is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport td. (OB) 53250, 
where it should always be verified. 


* French film week at the Holiday Inn in 
Aqaba. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre Td. 661026/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre Library 641 520 

British Council 636147-K 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre.- 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Am Centre 6651 95 

Hussein Youth City 667IXI 

Y.W.CA 641793 

Y-W MA 664251 

Amman Municipal Library ... 63611] 
University of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 

Folklore .Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over J 00 years old. Also mosaics, 
from Madaba and Jerash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 un. - 5 
pan. Year-round. TeL 651760. 

Jbnfan ArebmiegfaJ Museum: Has an 
exccilcoi collection of the an liquids of 
Joidan. Jabal At OaTa (Citadel Hill). 


CHURCHES 


SL Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, tel. 624590. 


Church of the Amnsnciatiaa (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh. 637440. 
De b> Salle Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Church of the Anotrodalioa (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. 623541. 

Anglican Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman, 625383. 
Armenian CatboUcec Church Ash- 
raffeh. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Chord] Ashrafieh. 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh, 771751. 

Amman International Church (Ibter- 
denommalioiuj): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani. 8165.U. 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:49 

06:13 ..._ 

12J8 

16:13 

1*02 

2th26 .. 


Fajr 

f Sunrise ) Duha 


.......... — Dhuhr 

Maghreb 

- ’isha 


ARRIVALS 

10J0 Aqaba (RJ) 

10J0 _. Dubai (RJ) 

JJMf — - - Kuwait (RJ) 

10-.45 — Jeddah (RJ) 

- Cairo (RJ) 

1& 53 - Dhahran (RJ) 

10J5 Dubai. Bahrain (RJ) 

11:00 — Muscat. Doha (RJ) 

11:20 Beirut (RJ) 

IL20 Cairo (MS) 

I L35 Dhahran. Riyadh (SV) 

1L45 — Singapore, Abu Dhabi |RJ) 

1U0 Lamaea. Damascus (RJ) 

1*15 — Doha (GF) 

14:50 . — Moscow (SU) 

1*40 Kuwait (KU) 

17slf Baghdad (IA) 

18J0 - New York. Vienna (RJ) 

19:08 .... Am&ienjam. Istanbul (KLM) 

19J0 — Cairo (RJ) 

lfc45 Rome, Damascus (AZ) 

20:45 Tripoli (RJ) 

21:15 — Zurich. Lamaea (SR) 

2IJ0 — Athens (OA) 

21:50 ........ Frankfurt. Damascus (LHj 

02:10 . — Baghdad (RJj 

DEPARTURES: 

08:00 Beirut (RJ) 

06:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

12:15 Tripoli (RJ) 

1£20 Cairo (MS) 

12s45 Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

LkOO Paris. London (RJ) 

13:15 — Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 
13:15 — ........ Riyadh. Dhahran (SV) 

13:15 Istanbul. Bucharest (RJ) 

13£0 ..... Frankfurt. Copenhagen ( RJ) 

13J0 Rome (RJ) 

14.-00 Bahrain (GF) 

15-JO Cairo (RJ) 

15d» Moscow (SU) 

16c40 Kuwait (KU) 

1&15 Baghdad (IA) 

2030 Kuwait (RJ) 

21 JO Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

22>« Cairo (RJ) 

22:10 Baghdad (RJ) 

2340 Bangkok (Rl) 


— Marco Polo 

— Kora Singa 

— A [bin Ktrebis 

— Nonnandia 

— Basrah 

— Canopus 

— Babylon 

— Taron Santiago 

— Vera Khoruzhya 


Amin Kawar and Sons Company, Tel: 
622324 (six lines) at your service. 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


It wit] be fine, and clouds wQ) appear at 
different altitudes, with northwesterly 
moderate winds. In Aqaba, winds will 
be northerly moderate and calm sea. 


Low /high temperature in deg.C. 

Amman 7/20 

Aqaba 13/29 

Deserts W24 

Joidan Valley 12/27 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 18, Aqaba 27. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 30 per cent. Aqaba 26 
percent. 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Load seit/buy rates in fib 

Belgian franc ........ 65/ 6521 

Dutch guilder 114.4/ U5_3 

Egyptian guinea 301 J/ 3053 

Preach franc 2.413/ 422! 

Iraqi dinar 456 f 4633 

Italian lire (for 100) 204/ 20.7 

Japanese yen (for 100) 1593/ 160.6 

Kuwaiti dinar 13433/ 135L6 

233 



Omani riyai 

i /atari riyal ; 

-1176.6/ 



112.9/ 

Swedish' crown 

44 S 

.... 1505/ 


28/ 


110.6/ 

U-K. sierijnx pound . 
US. dollar 

....484.7/ 

«.._408/ 


1183- 

1L3 

113.6 

4427 

152.1 

2RS 

1113 


W. German mark 1273/ 


4103 

128.9 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


EMERGENCIES 

Amman govern Orate 891228 

Civil Defence Amman 198, 199 

Civil Defence Irbid 193. 199 

Civil Defence Uuweismeh 770733 

Ambulance 193,775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade 

—■“■77 W2090 

™ 630341 

Blood bank 775121 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Folk* rescue ... 192. 621111, 637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 656390-1 

Electric Power Co. 636381-2 

Municipal water service 771125-X 

Oueen Alia Ini. Airport ..(08)53333 


Dr. Mumhcr AJ Uarrinl 77625.S 

GranJ Arabian pharmacy 624051 

Flras pharmacy 661912 

Mreish pharmacy 77091U 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Ruwaydah pharmacy 622347 

Jabal Hussein pharmacy 63JUJ0 

’Ejjah pharmacy ’ 772068 


TAXIS: 

Neil taxi 44433 

Grand Palace taxi 667079 

Medical City taxi Si 3813 

Faisal taxi 22051 

Rashied taxi 22023 

Talal taxi 250?! 


IRBID: 


hospitals 

Hussein Medical Centre _ 813813-32 
Khahdi Maternity. J. Ann 644281-4 
Akileh Maternity, J. Amman 642441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas,J. Amman 636140 

Palestrae. Shmeisani 664171-4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Dar Al-Shifa, J. Hussein 667158 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic, Abdali 665292 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164 

Italian, Al-Muh^jreen 777101-3 

AI-Bashtr,J. Ashrafieh 775111 

Army. Marta 891611 


Al Sharaal pharmacy ( _) 

ZARtJA: 


Dr. Abdul Karim Kha*hashneh 
983022 


general 


NIGHT DUTY 


£S , J^r vfakxi 7731] 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 li 

Hotel com p lamb 666412 
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Dr. Yousef Sanunour 


— 675648 


Information p 

Cable Or telegram 

Repair service "“ITh 


MARKET PRICES 


57& 

■ 280/240 


Banana (Mukammar) 240/210' 

K3 s=S { j 8 


Canot (yellow) 


— 60/ 40 
140/ no 


gn«(bta±) 140/110 

— 140/110 


gjpfenr ifoiifo 


Lemon .. 


— 150/120 


Mallow 

Mandarin ”■■■“— 

W«™w (h5j7“ 

Marnw (small) 

Onion (dry) 

Onion (green) 

Oraqges (Shammoutif 

. *^-ZZZZ.ZZZZZ\ 

(American)”!^ 

“Wcr (sweet) .... 

Pepper (hot) 

Potatoes (local) 

Radishes 

Spinach 

Tomatoes 

Turnip ZZ.ZZ ~ 


.400/360 
.190/160 
150/120 
.270/240 
.180/150 
. 130/100 
.270/230 , 
. 70/ 70. 
.300/260 
.600/540: 
.250/ 200 • 
.560 / 520 
-170/140 
. 70/ 50 
. 120/100 
.150/110 
. 90/ 60 


. . Rcdo ns arieer ihe !i'-e> of ihe Ar.tb pop- 

AMMAN (Agencies) - Reporu - . 

reaching here from the occupy while Israel's miliiar> 

West Bank indicate aulhorilift in ^ occupied Wm 

auihonties intend io i d . removed a week- 

the Hospice Hospital m Jer- JnpaMsI on mo PaJ- 

usalera, which offers medial sct lowns> where two Israeli 

vices to thousands of Arab tnh _ en were recently murdercJ. miS- 
abitants in the Jerusalem area 

The reports said that a decision f on thc lw i tl to^ as ol 

for dosing down ihe hospital wm tne ^ Ai . Birch 16 kii- 

Inims b^sreeli Hel.- 

have been placing obstacles to ihe " | !owcd oul for several 

so as to create justification for the jnds. rf was | it . 

the fact te"“e^ 

that several wealthy Arabs have ^r^^ho declined 

SSlK-pt-, J^:n:;fw n ere^p'un J : 

equipment, and its dosure would months, the report said- 

Sal a heavy blow to medical ser- The sealer was shot al close 

vices to iheArabs in the occupied range by an unknovv " »' 

West Bank most of whom are poor while waiting lor a ^ in 
and cannot afford costly medical aliah s vegtitaWe; market • An J. r- 
ireatmeni in Israel, hospitals. aeli soldier was murdered m Ki- 
ln the face of these procedures, ruary at almost the saint spot. ^ 
Arab committees in charge of the The telcv.sion showed an Israe.: 
medical care in the West Bank and army jeep dnymg down a Jcv 
the Gaza Strip issued a statement ened Ramallah street to ann- 
in which they condemned Israel's ounce over a bullhorn thin the air- 
measures and expressed total sol- few was over As soon as the jeep 
idarity with the hospital's man- passed, hundreds of people swa- 
agement and the staff in con- rmed out of narrow alleys onto the 
fronting Israeli repressive mea- main street and minutes Pater a 
sures that are designed to end- snarled traffic jam had formed. 


efforts. 

Mr. Klibi did noi name Iran as 
the guilty party- but Arab League 
states firmly supported Iraq in a 
joint statement Iasi momh. 

In his remarks on South Leb- 
anon, Mr. Klibi said: "however * 
important it is to state the need for ■ 

total Israeli withdrawal from 
South Lebanon, we are struck hy 
the total silence observed on acts 
committed by Israel in the cou- 
ntry. the massacres and extortion 
it carries out daily, the systematic 
terrorism to which it resorts, thc 
flagrant breaches ol Geneva Con- 
ventions.” 

Mr. Klibi added that one would 
not know how heads of state gen- - 
e rally anxious to defend human 
rights could reasonably oinit such 
matters. 

He added that he believed that 
peace and security in the Middle 
East and Europe were closely Im- 4 
ked and that he hoped that 'hur- * 
opean leaders would bear the poi- 
nts mentioned in mind in future 
Community .statements. 

On the Gulf war, Mr. Klibisaid: 

“ We regret ... the absence ot any 
allusion to the responsibility of the 
party which obstinately rejects all 
mediation, every offer of good off- 
ices, and insisison pulling forward 
unacceptable conditions.” 


* 






NEWS IN BRIEF 


Mohammad condoles 'Emeish family 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Highness Prince Mohammad, the per- 
sonal representative of His Majesty King Hussein, Monday dep- 
utised his office director Abdu Faraj to convey hi? condolences to 
Dr. 'Emeish Yousef ‘Emeish on the passing away of his mother. 

Wijdan. opens Spanish costume display 

— t 1% Hi « hness Princess Wijdan Aliuhe pre- 
sident of the National Fine An Gallery, opened at the Royal 

. M . ond ^ M exhibition of Spanish national cos- 
tumes, organised by the Madrid-based Spanish-Arab Cultural 
institute m cooperation with the Spanish embassy irt Amman. On 
display at the six-day exhibition are 30 national fashions from 
various regions in Spain. 

House speakers visit Obeidat 

_ -/■ 

AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of the Upper House of Parliament 
Ahmad A! Lawzi and Lower House Speaker Akef A1 Fayez 
Monday paid a visit to former prime minister and member of the 
Upper House of Parliament Ahmad Obeidat at h/s residence. 
They expressed their thanks and appreciation for the efforts 
which Mr. Obeidat and his government made in serving Jordan 
under the leadership of His Majesty King Hussein. 

Health ministers review cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Health Zaid Hamzeh Monday 
reviewed with visiting Bahraini Health Minister Jawad AJ Areed 
health relations between the two countries and ways of dev- 
eloping them. They also discussed how Bahrain could benefit 
from Jordanian experience in the health field. Attending the 
meeting were Lhe ministry's under secretary. Dr. Suleiman A1 
Subeihi. a number of ministry officials and the delegation acc- 
ompanying Mr. Areed. 

Team leaves for Arab housing seminar 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian delegation left for Morocco 
Monday to take pan in a seminar on random housing, scheduled 
to stan Wednesday. Housing Corporation Director General Sha- 
fiq Zawaideh, who led the five-member delegation, said that the 
seminar will discuss housing policies in the Arab World as well as 
the local experience of each country in the field of confronting 
unplanned housing and reorganising quarters in poor cities. The 
Jordanian delegation will submit three working papers to the 
three-day seminar organised by the Arab Housing Ministers cou- 
ncil in cooperation with the Moroccan National Housing Ministry. 


Book display for women opens in Irbid 

IRBID (J.T.) — A four-day book exhibition on literature related 
to women and children open at the General Federation of Jor- 
danian Women office in Irbid Monday. The exhibition, organised 
by the Department ot Libraries. Documentation and National 
Archives (DLDNA), includes a large selection of books dealing 
with problems facing both women and children as well as a sel- 
ection of books on child psychology. The exhibition has been 
organised as part of the national book week activities. . 





Surgeons perform first PTCA 
heart operations in Mideast 


Jerusalem Electricity Company 
appoints new director general 


AMMAN (Petra) - vlr.Mumher 
Abu Al Saud has been named dir- 
ector general of the Jerusalem 
Electricity Company as of Tue- 
sday. 

The post was previously held by 
the company’s president of the 
board of directors, Mr. Anwar 
Nuseibeh. The company’s board 
of directors is composed of 15 
members, eight of them rep- 
resenting West Bank mun- 
icipalities and seven representing 
private sector. 


Hie company was established in 
1948 and supplies electricity 10 
Jerusalem, Jericho, Kamailah. 
Bethlehem, refugee camps. 134 
villages in addition to around 150 
industrial, tourist and trade ins- 
titutions. 

The company is a public share- 
holding enterprise with 25 per 
cent of its JD 750,000 capital 
owned by Wesi Bank mun- 
icipalities, while the remaining 75 
per cent is owned by 16X5 share 
holders. 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — For the first time in 
the cardiovascular medical history 
of the Middle East, two Per- 
cutaneous Trans-Lumineal Cor- 
onary Angioplasty (PTCA) heart 
surgeries, using the Balloon Car- 
apheper method, were carried out 
by Jordanian doctors at the Queen 
Alia Heart Institute (QAHI) at 
the King Hussein Medical Centre 
in Amman. 

Dr. Yousef Goussous, senior 
cardiac consultant and medical 
director at QAHI, and Dr. Fares 
AJ Dughmi. cardiac specialist at 
the institute, carried out two suc- 
cessful PTAC operations on a 
59-year old Syrian citizen on Sun- 
day and on a 61-year old Jor- 
danian Monday. 

Dr. Goussous told the Jordan 
Times that the average cost of the 
operation is JD 500, which is ten 
peT cent of the cost a patienr would 
pay if such an operation where 
performed abroad. He added that 
there are 15 PTAC patients cur- 
rejHfy waiting for an operation of 
is son. 

v Dr. Goussoy.s said. that the first 
patient suffered from Angina Pec- 
toris. Catherisation, a special pro- 
cedure for a more accurate dia- 
gnosis. is £iven routinely before 
any operation and Coronary And- 
tographiev proved that the paiient 
'tillered l io n a blockage or oil- 
man ion m 95 ;x:r cent ol the left 
anterior descending .uiery. whe- 
reas lhe oilier .menus were tun- 
ci foiling normally, lhe PTCA 
heart ope nit ion was earned out 
using the Balloon Carapheper to 
widen the narrowed artery which 
returned back to its normal lun- 
ction after the operation was suc- 
cessfully completed. Dr. Gou- 
ssous added that the condition ol 
the first patient is very good anJ 
that he will lea\e the hospital 
Wednesday. 



The second operation which 
was carried out Monday was due 
to unstable Angina Pectoris. The 
artery was widened using the same 
and the patient wiU leave hospital 
Friday, he said. 

Dr. Goussous explained the 
procedures of the PTCA surgery 
to the Jordanian News Agency, 
Petra, saying that a cather. a tiny 
lube made from special com- 
ponents, is inserted in the right 
femoral and is pointed towards the 
inflicted coronary- artery inside 
winch the Balloon Carapheper 
passes. When the balloon reaches 
the narrowed artery, it exerts spe- 
cial pressure which breaks down 
the fat deposits which narrowed 
the artery, so that the artery is 
widened and straightened. 

After straightening and wid- 
ening the coronary artery, blood 
flow is increased and the heart 
muscle, which previously suffered 
from coronary insufficiency, is fed 
and the Angina Pectoris dis- 
comforts disappear. However, Dr. 
Goussous said that the PTCA 
operation is not the alternative for 


the open heart surgeries, but that 
such an operation can delay the 
need for an open heart surgery 
from 5 to 10 years. 

Dr. Goussous said that PTCA 
suigeries help to lessen the ail- 
ments caused by Angina Pectoris 
and that the operation is 90 per 
cent successful. Dr. Goussous 
pointed out that the major culprits 
affecting the incidence of cor- 
onary deseases include hyp- 
ertension, high level of lipids (cho- 
lesterol) in the blood, diabetes, 
smoking and stress. 

Dr. Goussous, in a recent int- 
erview with the Jordan Times, said 
that Jordan has one of the highest 
incidence rates of coronary heart 
diseases in the Middle East. While 
Dr. Zakaria Daoud, from the 
Department of Cardiology at the 
University of Jordan Hospital 
said: "Not only did we have an 
increase in the incidence of heart i 
attacks, but that it is impressive 
how younger age groups are now 
affected-. 



Dr. Yousef Goussous (left) and Dr. Fares Al Dughmi (second right), 
cardiac specialists at the Queen Alia Heart Institute in Amman, 
Monday inspect the progress of a patient following pioneer surgery at 
the institute (Petra photo) 


Haya Arts Centre plans new educational activities for children 


By Simonetta Carr 
Special to the Jordan Tunes 

MV1 AS - In spile of financial 
lliculiies. lhe Maya Aris Centre 
still actively working towards 
e completion ol a children’s 
lands-on". or "touch" museum 
,1 a planetarium the centre's 
recior. Mr. Nahil Sawalha told 
e Jordan Times. 

The basic design and gro- 
ldwork lor both projects are 
unpleie.and Mr.Sa waiha hopes 
ey will he in operation within the 
:xt six months. He said that the 
Jduion ot these two projects will 
ake the Haya Arts Centre uni- 
te in the world, since it com- 
■ise.s so many varied and int- 
active activities in the same 


compounJ. 

Mr. Sawalha stand the centre in 
1976 under the encouragement 
■ and inspiration of the late Queen 
Alia. He describes the centre as a 
cultural centre for the whole fam- 
ily. aiming to encourage artistic 
and cultural interests, particularly 
in young people. 

At the same time, it helps in the 
development ot the children's fee- 
lings of social cohesion and civic 
responsibility, he added. 

Activities for children Iroin the 
age of six to 1 2 include painting, 
handicrafts, gymnasium. I'ae 
is. won Do. music, cultural trips to 
industrial or archaeological sites, 
storytelling, lilm watching, dra- 
mas and a number of other act- 


ivities connected with the library. 

sir. Sawalha said that the centre 
is also preparing a new puppei 
show to substitute lor the present 
one. ” The Princes and the Magic 
Onion", which lias now continued 
lor two years. 

More games 

Other present plans include the 
improvement ol the games area 
with more games and the exp- 
ansion ol the area iisell. and the 
improvement of the traffic school 
in cooperation with the road saf- 
ety society and the Public Security 
Department. The iralfic school 
aims to teach children basic not- 
ioas ol road saletv and traffic 



Model of the children’s museum which the Haya Arts Centre plans to establish a part of its edu- 
cational project for school children (J.T. file photo) 


signs. Hie improvements will inc- 
lude more equipment and cht- 
Idren'scars which will be more syl- 
lable lor ihe purpose. The cenire 
has also asked an otticer for the 
Traffic Depanmem to help run 
the classes. 

A new project, which sian in 
April is the opening of a computer 
workshop, where children and 
students get personal attention as 
they learn to operate the four 
computers which were donated to 
the centre bv Mr. Munir Attalah. 

Soon to be opened will be also 
classes on ceramics lor grownups. 
Classes lor adults, particularly 
women, already include dancing, 
aerobics. Ilowermukinu. sewing 
and painting. 

Museum, planetarium 

Mr. Sawalha said, however, lhai 
the centre is presently mainly con- 
centrating its efforts towards the 
completion of the museum and 
planetarium. He said that these 
projects will especially benefit the 
school groups who visit the centre 
every morning. 

■’ The museum”, he said, "will 
give children more insight into 
their file and surroundings, such as 
history, heritage, environment 
and science. Everything in it is iyj- 
lor inside.” 

"The planetarium", he con- 
tinued. "will be 10 meters in dia- 
meter and live to six meters in hei- 
ght. with a capacity lor I5U peo- 
ple”. Mr.. Sawalhu said that the 
main expense at the present will 
be the planetarium projecting 
machine which will com app- 
roximately JD 3U,0UU. Presently, 
the centre is using a small inf- 
latable planetarium which has 
been borrowed from the Ministry 
of Education and which is run in 


cooperation with the ministry its- 
cll. Mr. Sawalha said this small 
planetarium has already proved to 
be a success with children and 
their lamilies who have visited it. 
although it is not vet opened puh- 
liclv. 


Badawi, senior officials 
discuss agenda for 
supreme committee talks 


By Sa'ad G. Hattar 
Jordan Thao Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A senior Egyptian official Monday 
warned against any foreign intervention in Sudan’s 
internal policies and said that Sudan is considered as 
a brotherly country and an extension of Egypt’s 
strategic security. 


Egyptian Assistant Foreign 
Minister Abdul Halim Badawi. 
currently on an official visit to 
. Jordan, told the Jordan Times that 
his visit to Jordan comes within 
preparations for a meeting of the 
supreme joint Jordanian- 
Egyptian committee, headed by 
the prime ministers of the two 
countries. He said the meeting is 
expected to convene here towards 
the end of the current month. 

Speaking about the supreme 
joint committee and its schedule. 
Mr. Badawi pointed out that the 
committee is due to review recent 
achievements and will tackle new 
horizons of mutual cooperation on 
reciprocal basis between the two 
countries. 

He said that sub -committees 
have been derived from the sup- 
reme committee which was for- 
med straight after the restoration 
of political ties between Jordan 
and Egypt in October 1984. 


The most significant fruit of the 
joint committee was the signing of 
the sea-land link between Aqaba 
and Nuweibe' which is expected to 
operate following a joint ina- 
uguration on April 25 by His Maj- 
esty King Hussein and Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak, Mr. 
Badawi said. He added that it also 
gave rise to labour and tra- 
nsportation agreements and that a 
media, cultural and an integrated 
economic cooperation agreement 
is underway. 

Responding to a question on 
whether he is optimistic about the 
convening of an international 
peace conference. Mr. Badawi 
said: “Due to the current critical 
period, we hope that all concerned 
parties take steps to invigorate the 
stalemate in the peace process and ' 
the proper mean is through con- 
vening such a conference.” 

Turning to die Taba question 
between Israel and Egypt and its 


latest developments. Mr. Badawi 
pointed out that a meeting was 
held in January at Beer Al Sabe’e 
attended by senior officials from 
the foreign ministries and min- 
istries of defence of both sides. He 
did not disclose any results of the 
meeting but said that another 
meeting was due io convene at Al 
Esma'ilieh but did not reveal the 
date. 

During his stay in Amman. Mr. 
Badawri met with senior Jordanian 
officials for discussions on bol- 
stering Jordanian -Egyptian coo- 
peration in all fields and the ini- 
tiation of a framework to be tac- 
kled in the agenda of the supreme 
committee meetings. 

Mr. Badawi met with Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Taher Al Masri, 
Minister of Transport Farhi 
Obeid, Minister of Information 
Mohammad Al Khatib and Min- 
ister of Youth Hisham Sharari in 
addition to Tourism Director 
General Rafiq Allah am, Ministry 
of Industry, Trade and Supply 
Under Secretary Ibrahim Badran 
and Ministry of Information 
Under Secretary Michael Hara- 
ameh. 

Mr. Badawi will pay a visit to 
Aqaba on Tuesday before leaving 
to Cairo on April 10 at the con- 
clusion of his five day official visit' 
to Jordan. 


Jordan University holds scientific day 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Uni- 
versity of Jordan Monday held its 
annual ‘Scientific Day’ at the Fac- 
ulty of Engineering and Tec- 
hnology. 

University of Jordan Vice- 
President for Scientific Faculties 
Abdul Wahab Burlassi opened the 
day with a speech praising the eng- 
ineering faculty members for their 
efforts to promote scientific res- 
earch. 

He said thaL the holding of the 
scientific day is a healthy tradition 
which should be supported and 
promoted by holding imer-faculty 
scientific gatherings. Dr. Burlassi 
also called for the establishment of 
a higher national council for sci- 
entific research. 

■The dean of scientific research 
at the university. Dr. Mohammad 
Adnan Bakheit, called for holding 
scientific weeks in all university 
colleges. 

Dr. Bakheit said that the eng- 
ineering faculty should take into 
consideration the needs of various 
construction and industrial sectors 
and that it should offer its exp- 
ertise and testing equipment to 
these sectors. 

The dean of the Engineering 
and Technology Faculty, Dr. Bas- 
sam Abu Ghazaleh, said in his 
speech that his faculty is con- 
tinually developing due to its qua- 
lified faculty members. He said 


that the number of faculty res- 
earch papers published in local 
and international scientific mag- 
azines has increased considerably. 

He said that the Engineering 
and Technology Faculty has alr- 
eady introduced master and dip- 
loma courses, has increased its 
staff and teaching members and 
expanded its laboratories. 


Dr. Jamil Ayoub. scientific res- 
earch commiiiee at the Eng- 
ineering and Technology Faculty, 
told the Jordanian News Agency, 
Petra, that seven scientific res- 
earch papers were reviewed and 
discussed during the day. 

Engineers from public and pri- 
vate sectors and university faculty 
members participated in the day's 
activities. 


Police officers graduate from 
four-week training course 


AMMAN (Petra) - A graduation 
ceremony was held Monday at the 
police officers training institute 
for a batch of criminal ' inv- 
estigation and non-commissioned 
officers. 

Public Security Depanmem 
(PSD) Assistant Director Bri- 
gadier Sami Al Saket, deputising 
for the PSD director, delivered a 
speech in which he pointed out 
that the department’s interest in 
holding such courses stems from 
the fact that learning, knowledge 
and good training are the right 
ways to improve The efficiency of 
PSD staff and to provide them 
with new and modern knowledge 
in police fields. This, he added, 
would keep them in contact with 
the latest .scientific advancements 


and modem techniques to protect 
society from crimes and to make 
security and stability available to 
the public. 

Brig. Saket called on citizens to 
cooperate with policemen in order 
that security forces can protect 
and preserve the public's rights 
and freedom. He also expressed 
his thank to PSD officials for the 
efforts they make to train and qua- 
lify police’cadres. 

Brig. Saket presented cer- 
tificates and prizes io the gra- 
duates at the end of the ceremony. 
Taking part in the four-week cri- 
minal investigation course were 
1 7 officers. 

Attending the ceremony were 
senior public security officers and 
PSD siatt. 


Iraq ‘ready to work for peace’ 


(Continued from page I) 

Iran's stance on the war and exc- 
hange views with Iranian officials. 

Diplomats in Tehran said the 
U.N. chief appeared to be on a 
fact-finding mission, rather than 
aiming at a breakthrough in peace 
negotiations. 

Underlining Iraq’s rejection of 
a partial ceasefire, the ruling 
Baath Party newspaper A I Tha- 
wra said Monday Iran had used a 


U.N. -sponsored accord last June 
to strengthen its frontline troops. 

Tehran had used the agreement 
to halt attacks on civilian centres 
“in order to mass troops in their 
border towns, which they changed 
into springboards for aggression," 
it said. 

Iraq has apparently stopped all 
air and missile attacks on Iranian 
towns since Mr. Perez de Cuellar 
announced last Saturday that he 


would visit both Tehran and Bag- 
hdad. 

But a high command com- 
munique said Iran had shelled res- 
idential areas in southern and nor- 
thern Iraq. 

The southern towns of AJ Qur- 
nah in the Huwizeh marshes and 
Shihabi, and the northeastern vil- 
lage of Chuman were shelled for at 
least five hours, it said. 


\lr. Sawalha. who told the Jor- 

Jan Times that he received much i rri a OO ^ TT O • a 9 r* b 

inspiration in his work wi.h chi- i ASS attacks U.S. rejection of freeze 

IJren iroin his experience ot rat-* 


sing his son singlehan-Jed Irom the 
age ol six. said that many org- 
anisations have been conuicied in 
order io raise funds for the two 
projects.Bul. he added that, it no 
one will agree to help, the projects 
will continue anyhow with a hank 
loan, hoping that they will pay lor 
themselves in the future. He said 
the total cost ol the completion ol 
these projects is presently JD, 
40.000. ol which the centre only 
has JD 6.01X1. 

Fees 

■'The projects were more Jil^ 
licult .and costly than wc exp- 
ected". vlr. Sawalha admitted. 

Being a non-prolii society, the 
centre always maintained the lees 

lor all activities at a minimal price. 
However, ii is one ol the centre’s 
goals to make every project pay 
for itscll whenever possible in 
order to continue to expand self- 
sufficiency." he continued. 

Besides the centre in Amman, 
eight similar centres were opened 
in the past in different parts ol the 
country, lour of which have been 
handed over to local organisations 
'and the remaining four are still run 
bv (he Haya Arts Centre. These 
centres follow the same pro-i 
grammes as the Amman centred 
“Special programmes are aho| 
held Irom time lo time assisting 
charitable organisations and lib- 
raries to set up their own pro- 
jects”. Mr. Sawalha concluded. . 


(Continued from page 1) 

negotiating reductions at the 
Geneva arms talks- 
“It seems the U.S. adm- 
inistration wishes neither... an 
arms reduction nor the ren- 
unciation of the arms buildup ” he 
said. 

Chernyshov said the United 
States wanted to avoid sounding 
negative so it had advanced stale 
arguments about arms levels. 

“In reality the situation is ent- 
irely different from what official 
Washington tries to tell the pub- 
lic." he said, arguing that Soviet 
medium-range missile dep- 
loyments in Europe only followed 
as a response to the U.S. sta- 
tioning of cruise and Pershing-2 
missiles from J9S3. 

In his interview with Pravda, 

Mr. Gorbachev reacted positively 
to President Reagan's offer of a 
summit meeting, although he did 
not say when or where a meeting 
COuld lake place. 

Mr. Gorbachev described the 
missile freeze as a goodwill ges- 
ture and. in the first mention in 
Moscow of an exchange of mes- 
sages between the two leaders, 
said the summit question and 
wider issues had been discussed in 
Correspondence with Mr. Reagan. 

What the offer means 
The missile basing programme 
halted temporarily by Mr. Gor- 
bachev affects mainly S$-20s tar- 
geted on big West European cit- 


ies. 

The triple-warhead, mobile 
missile with a range of 5,000 kil- 
ometres could reach the West in 
15-20 minutes, it has been dep- 
loyed since 1 977. and latest 
NATO estimates put the total at 
414, iwo-ihirds of them aimed at 
Western Europe. 

Mr. Gorbachev's freeze app- 
arently also affects about 200 
older single-warhead SS-4s which 
are being replaced by SS-20s, and 
shorier-range, single-warhead 
SS-21 and SS-22 tactical missiles 
deployed since 19S3-K4 in East 
Germany and Czechoslovakia- 

The SS-22, with a range of 9UU 
kilometres, could reach a wide arc 
of Nonhem Europe. The SS-21 
has a range of only 1 20 kilometres 
but could hit West Germany. 

Apart from even shorter- 
distance weapons for battlefield 
use, these are the only Soviet 
nuclear-capable missiles deployed 
in Eastern Europe outside Soviet 
territory. 

According to Western est- 


imates, there were about 130 
SS-2Is and SS-22s deployed as of 
last July, probably more. 

Mr. Gorbachev warns the Uni- 
ted States to respond to his pre- 
sently unilateral freeze by halting 
deployment of single-warhead 
cruise and Pershing-2 missiles in 
Western Europe. 

As of March. NATO said “at 
least” 134 cruises and Pershings 
had been deployed in Britain, 
Belgium, West Germany and 
Italy, part of a five-year pro- 
gramme since 1983 to counter the 
SS-20 with 572 roughly similar 
U.S. medium-range missiles. 

The Pershing, for deployment 
only in West Germany, is capable 
of hitting Soviet command posts 
— but not the Kremlin and other 
centres in Moscow — within 14 
minutes of launch. 

The cruise, slow and 
computer-controlled to hug the 
earth’s contours, could take two 
hours to reach Lhe Soviet Union 
but is hard to intercept. 


CONDOLENCES 

The Pontifical Mission for Palestine ex- 
tends its deep sympathy to. the family of Mr. 
Butrus Jabara Al Tawil on his recent 
death. 

May he rest in peace. 
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Where priorities lie 


NINETEEN eighty five is the year of preparations for the new 
and upcoming five-year development plan 1986-1990. But if 
this plan, or any development plan, is essentially a list of 
projects to be implemented in any given period, we should have 
every reason to study and know where every* one of our pri- 
orities lies. 

Before we rush into drafting a new development plan for the 
Kingdom, let us think of those projects already implemented in 
the past five years. Some of them may well have to be put back 
on track prior to devising new ones. 

We have to admit that some of our development projects 
have run into trouble and need rectification. These projects 
have cost us a lot of money and effort; and before embarking on 
drafting feature plans, we have to set the record straight and 
identify the defects. 

The process or rectification means not only saving huge 
investments; it also means the avoidance of repeating mistakes 
and clearing responsibilities in preparation for the new phase. 

Our economic problems are not necessarily confined to big 
projects; they also lie in the budget, in our balance of payments 
and in the stock exchange. There are other difficulties — in 
agriculture, industry, trade, h anking and supplies. These pro- 
blems could not possibly be sidestepped by a new five-year plan 
which may take another year or so to be finalised. We need to 
identify the obstacles and the mistakes, diagnose them and 
develop practical solutions for them. Consequently, the issues 
should be discussed and resolved openly. 

We admit that it is far easier to call for solutions than to find 
them. Still, it is much healthier for everybody to know of the 
need to adjust and correct as much and as often as we can. 

Our new government is in a good position to identify and deal 
with this country's economic ailments. U has made clear its. 
strong commitment to revitalise and strengthen the economy. 
Time is important. It should not be wasted. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra'i: Wish De Cuellar success 


WE HAVE hope in ihe new initiative of U.N. Secretary-General 
Javier Pen:* de Cuellar to end ihe Gulf conflict and wish him success 
in his endeavour to avert this region further destruction and blo- 
odshed. The United Nations Ls the only power that can do that and 
achieve peace in view of the indifference displayed by world powers 
and following futile peace attempts carried out by world and regional 
organisations in this respect. 

The major world powers have, over the past four years proved they 
were interested only in selling arms to the combatants on a purely 
commercial basis with no thought at all lor the innocent people 
falling as a result of this devastating war. The so-called civilised world 
did not lilt a finger to stop the war and end the sufferings of many 
people in our region. Only the Arab and Islamic countries were 
deeply concerned to see an end to the conflict and repeatedly made 
serious attempts to stop it. The Islamic countries were hoping all the 
lime that Iran would fight the enemies of the Arabs and Islanfinstead 
of directing its guns on Arab lands to kill Arab and Muslim people 
and destroy their property. 

The world powers, instead of being messengers of peace 3nd 
justice continued to serve as a means ot destruction by selling the two 
sides in the war more weapons with which to bring more ruin on one 
another. If the United Nations succeeds this time in achieving peace 
the road will be paved for a jusr and final solution to the Middle East 
problem. 


Al Dus tour: Promising pledges 


REPORTS REACHING us from Sudan in the wake of the ove- 
rthrow of the Numeiri regime cause relief and optimism to many here 
in the light of the statements and declared policies of the ruling junta. 
These statements reflect the army's intention to turn over power to a 
civilian administration in six months from now. They said that the 
coup which was bloodless came in order to restore democracy to the 
country because democratic rule remains the only means of averting 
further crises and further unrest and violence that characterised the 
era of the ousted regime. At the same time the military men in Sudan 
have promised to carry out reforms and improve relations with 
Sudan's neighbours. 

The Sudanese army called on all the national forces in the country 
to pool their resources for the lormation ot a national unity gov- 
ernment. and announced that it was releasing all detained trade 
unionists who were imprisoned under Numeiri. These statements, 
which reflect the orientation of the armed forces, promise a good 
future for the country, and a period of stability and security which 
Sudan lacked for a Long lime. 

We continue to follow closely the developments in Sudan with 
great hope that the Sudanese people will finally be allowed toenjoy a 
secure and stable life, free from repression and dictatorial rule. 


Sawt A l Shaab : Exploring peace avenues 


IT WAS clear from the start that the U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar had not carried with him to Tehran any peace plan, 
nor does he now hold any means for exercising pressure on the 
Iranian regime to stop the war. But de Cuellar went 10 Iran as a 
representative of the international community and the world public 
opinion which refuse the logic of force for ending disputes. 

Though de Cuellar had explained that his mission was just a means 
for exploring ways to end the conflict, the Iranian regime went back 
on its commitments about the visit and issued a statement reaffirming 
its own position, and its ealj for a panial solution to the conflict by 
merely stopping the shelling of cities and the oil Lankers. This means 
that Iran wants to continue the war with Iraq in other forms and other 
ways. 

De Cuellar is well aware of the Iranian game and Lhe implications' 
of its proposals, and he considers the cun-em conflict as a regional 
war that should not be settled by means of force because the United 
Nations is concerned to find a lasting settlement to the problem. 
What the secretary general can do now is to place matters in their 
right perspective by making it clear to the Iranian rulers that if they 
do not accept a comprehensive peace, they will be responsible for 
the continued bloodshed, and that their stubbornness constitutes a 
grave threat to world peace and security. 


Soviet missile halt arouses little Western interest 


$ 


By Sidney Weiland 
Reuter 


LONDON — The Soviet Unions, 
freeze on medium-range missile i 
deployments in Europe was wid- 
ely seen in the West as militarily 
meaningless but possibly a pointer ■ 
to a changing Kremlin foreign pol- 
icy. 

Senior NATO alliance dip- 
lomats described the unilateral 
freeze, announced by Communist 
Party leader Mikhail Gorbachev, 
as [he latest in a series of one- 
sided gestures intended to mai- 
ntain Soviet nuclear superiority. 

The White House rejected the 
halting of Moscow' s SS-20 basing 
programme — set to last until 
November — as inadequate and 
called for missile reductions. In 
London, an official described for- 
eign office reaction as ‘’very cool 
and sceptical”. 

Diplomats noted however that 


Mr. Gorbachev's first major pol- 
icy statement since he took charge 
a month ago was conciliatory and 
virtually accepted a summit mee- 
ting offered by President Reagan. 

"I am convinced that a serious 


impulse \ should be given to 
Soviet-American relations at a 


high political level.” the Kremlin 
chief told Pravda in an interview 
made public Sunday. 

Neither Mr. Gorbachev nor 
U.S. officials have suggested a 
date for a meeting, but the two 
leaders are widely expected to 
meet in the autumn, probably at 
the United Nations in New York. 

Mr. Gorbachev's positive ref- 
erences to the summit and to mak- 
ing U.S.-Soviet relations “more 
stable and constructive” were 
seen by some analysts as more 
important than the freeze. 

The Soviet Union has sought to 
freeze both strategic and 
European-based missiles since 


amis talks began in 1981. When 
talks resumed in Geneva last 
month, after a 15-month break, it 
called also for a halt to spacei?wea- 
pons research. 

The U.S. and other NATO gov- 
ernments hold that moratoria 
would only “ contract uaJise” Sov- 
iet superiority or are designed io 
blunt Western defence efforts, as 
with space research. 

Officials contacted in Western 
capitals said this was still the basic 
position, although the ftceze 
would prove embarrassing ur ans- 
wer by some governments under 
pressure from anti-nuclear mov- 
ements, such as West Germany's. 

They said it was a move in an 
expected campaign to divide the 
West both over missiles and on 
Mr. Reagan's controversial “Star 
Wars” space project, his Strategic 
Defence Initiative (SDI). 

Some officials said Mr.^Gor- 
Jjachev may have used th c - fecz e 


to show himself in a positive light 
as a new and vigorous leader. 

. The British Foreign Office said 
the freeze “would sail leave them 
with a very heavy imbalance in 
their favour”. 

Western figures put the number 
of SS-20 missiles at 414 ia March, 
with about two-thirds of the 
triple-warhead weapons targeted 
on West European dries, a total of 
1,242 warheads, each with 150 
kilotons of explosive punch. 

So far. the West has about 130 
medium-range U.S. cruise and 
Pershing- 2 missiles in Britain, 
Belgium, West Germany and 
Italy, but rhey carry only single 
warheads with lower yields. 

Some Western experts believe 
Mr. Gorbachev's freeze makes no 
sense because Moscow may alr- 
eady have completed or is close to 
completing a “SS-20 deployment 
programme started in 1977. 

The original target was believed 


to be 400 missiles, including about 
130 aimed at China, Japan and 
elsewhere in Asia- Soviet ' ove- 
rkil!” capacity against Western 
Europe is enormous. 

Mr. Gorbachev’s limit on ine 
freeze until November, pending 
U.S. agreement to stop the basing 
of similar weapons in Europe, was 
linked by analysts both to pre- 
parations for a summit and to a 
promised Dutch decision on cruise 

deployments. ... ... 

The Netherlands has said it will 
decide Finally in November whe- 
ther to accept 48 cruises. 

Because of the time factor, “the 
whole thing begins to smell of rot- 
ten fish," one Western diplomat 
said. 

The freeze is similar to one dec- 
lared by President Leonid Bre- 
zhnev in March 1982 covering 
deployments in European areas of 
the Soviet Union. At that time, 
there were 300 SS-20s. 


The Brezhnev freeze was can- 
celled by his successor Yuri And. 
ropov in November 1983. when 
the Soviet Union broke off arms 
talks because of the first cruise and 
Pershing deployments. 

U.S. officials had alleged that 
the freeze was consistently broken 
by Moscow during its 20-month 
duration. 

Mr. Gorbachev also froze the 
further basing of shorter-range 
SS-21s and SS-22s in East Ger- 
many and Czechoslovakia. This 
was another retaliatory move aga- 
inst the U.S. missiles, but was reg- 
arded by the West as only of mar- 
ginal significance. 

Diplomats noted that the Soviet 
leader was relatively mild about 
SDI, although he called tfie pro- 
ject dangerous. In other sia- 
Lements, Moscow has described 
the space defence programme as a 
serious threat to arms neg- 
otiations. 
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Europeans in quandary over ‘Star Wars’ 


By Paul Taylor 

Reuter 


BRUSSELS — West European 
governments are in a quandary 
over whether to respond jointly to 
a U.S. invitation to join President 
Reagan's controversial “Star 
Wars” research programme on a 
space-based anti-missile defence, 
officials say. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger added urgency to the 
problem last week by giving Was- 
hington's allies 60 days to declare 
individually if they wanted a share 
in Lhe lucrative project. 

While West Germany, France 
and Italy favour a joint approach 
to the Strategic Defence Initiative 
(SDI). British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher seems det- 


ermined to press ahead bilaterally 
with Washington, preventing a 
United European front. 

Senior officials attending a 
European Community summit in 
Brussels last weekend said the 
crunch would come on April 
22-23. when defence and foreign 
ministers of the seven-nation 
Western European Union ( WEU ) 
meet in Bonn. 

If we don’t get our act together 
in Bomu the Americans will pick 
off our firms one by one on their 
own terms without us having any 
real political say in the direction of 
the project or on the issues of tec- 
hnology and work sharing,” one 
said. 

But the prospect of a European 
agreement on joint conditions for 
joining the $26-billion SDI seems 


increasingly dim. 

Mr. Weinberger responded sha- 
rply last week when asked if the 
U.S. would accept a joint Eur- 
opean reply to his invitation. The 
question was “purely hypothetical 
and speculative,” he said. - 
Although the European allies* 
signed a NATO statement lasr 
week backing the U.S. research 
effort, many have deep misgivings 
about its longer-term political and 
strategic implications. 

“If we rejected the whole idea 
now. we would lose any influence 
with the Americans. If we join, we 
have at least some hope of seeing 
that European strategic interests 
are taken into account.” a Eur- 
opean NATO official said. > 
European officials said Britain's 
apparent intention to go it alone 


was by no means the only obstacle 
to coordinated European app- 
roach to “Star Wars”. 

The attitude of France. West 
Europe's leading space power, 
was also shrouded in uncertainty, 
they said. 

French leaders have been the 
most openly critical of the U.S. 
programme, which President Mit- 
terrand has described as “over- 
armament.” . Informed sources 
said Paris had tried to interest 
other partners in a purely Eur- 
opean research effort. 

West German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl last month proposed a 
joint European approach to “Star 
Wars”, but his spokesman said 
Monday Bonn's derision would 
not depend on the attitude of its 
allies. 


France’s proportional voting irks the right 


By Pascal Lietout 

Roller 


PA RIS — The planned rei- 
atiuduction of proportional rep- 
resentation in France, which pro- 
voked the resignation of a key 
minister Thursday, will force vot- 
ers to readjust to a system last 
used nearly 30 years ago. 

President Francois Mitterrand's 
controversial plan, announced 
Wednesday after a cabinet mee- 
ting, is certain to be adopted by. 
the national assembly, which is 
dominated by his Socialist Party, 
during its spring session. 

Proportional representation 
was abandoned after the 1956 par- 
liamentary elections under the 
Fourth Republic. Following the 
takeover by President Charles de 
Gaulle in 1958 and the pro- 
clamation of the Fifth Republic, a 
first-past-the-post system was int- 
roduced. 

Opposition leaders have fie- 


rcely attacked Mr. Mitterrand's 
plans, which provoked the res- 
ignation Thursday of Agriculture 
-Minister Michel Rocard, the sec- 
ond most popular politician in the 
government after Prime Minister 
Laurent Fabius. 

The opposition accused Mr. 
Mitterrand of a political man-, 
oeuvre aimed at containing the 
Socialists' steady electoral dec- 
line. 

“With proportional rep- 
resentation the president of the 
republic has decided in favour of 
his own personal interests rather 
than those of the country,” the 
conservative UDF and RPR par- 
ties said in a statement. 

Valery Giscard D'Estamg, who 
was denied a second presidential 
terra by Mr. Mitterrand in 1981, 
predicted political instability with 
the new system. 

“It is a sad day for the Fifth 
Republic ... which relies on two 
pillars: the president elected by 


universal suffrange and the pos- 
sibility of building a strong gov- 
erning majority. The proposals 
will cause the collapse of the sec- 
ond pillar,” he said. 

Mr. Mitterrand Thursday def- 
ended his plan. “The third and 
fourth republics were both uns- 
table, the latter with a pro- 
portional system, the former with 
a majority one. This shows that 
the voting system is not the reason 
for France’s (political) ins- 
tability ,” Mr. Mitterrand tolcfffcp- 
orters in southwestern- France. 

Under the preseat French sys- 
tem a candidate is elected pro- 
vided he wins more than half the 
votes cast. If no-one wins an abs- 
olute majority, the top two can- 
didates compete for the seat is a 
second round. 

Mr. Mitterrand’s plan calls for 
porponkraal voting in a single 
round on the department (district) 
level with a five per cent threshold 
to win a seat. The reform wifi also 


apply to regional council ele- 
ctions. 

French newspapers saw the pla- 
nned reform as a major political 
change and several said it marked 
the end of the Fifth Republic. 

The right-wing Le Figaro said in 
a front-page headline: “Mit- 
terrand breaks the Fifth Rep- 
ublic.’’ 

The centre-right Le Quotidien 
called Mr. Mitterrand's move 
“death of a republic.” 

lhe planned reform will inc- 
lude a redistribution of seats in 
departments to take account of 
population changes. There will be 
one seat for about 100,000 inh- 
abitants. Some Paris suburban 
areas, many of them strongholds 
for the Socialists, are likely to see 
their representation dramatically 
increased. 

The redistribution will cause an 
increase of 86 seats, raising the 
total number of assembly rep- 
resentatives to 577. 


Ershad likely to hold non-party May election 


By Victoria Graham 

Associated Press 


DHAKA — Military ruler Gen. 
H.M. Ershad, seeking to create a 
power base in the countryside, is 
likely to hold local non-party ele- 
ctions in May. according to official 
sources and local political ana- 
lysis. 

Despite Gen. Ershad’s promise 
of national democracy and ending 
martial law. parliamentary ele- 
ctions now appear extremely rem- 
ote because of a recalcitrant, fra- 
gmented opposition which boy- 
cotted national polls scheduled for 
Saturday (April 6). They dem- 
anded he first lift his martial law. 

While the muzzled and hou- 
nded parties have vowed to str- 
uggle against military rule, their 
credibility is low and their impact 
negligible. 

Gen. Ershad. who took power 
in a bloodless coup three years 
ago, has said he will hold non- 
partisan elections for council cha- 
irmen of 460 Upazi las. local units 

he created to decentralise the gov- 


ernment of 100 people, They take 
ad minis tration, courts, banking 
and health care to the grass roots 
level and allocate central funds for* 
economic development of the nat- 
ion’s 68 000 villages. m 

Electing his men to these key 
subdismets will greatly strengthen 
Gen. Ershad’s organisational base 
and improve his position on future 
parliamentary polls. If the local 
elections are free and fair, they 
could confer a legitimacy that the 
rigged national referendum on his 
policies could not provide. 

No date has been set, but a dec- 
ision and announcement are exp- 
ected soon with voting likely bef- 
ore the Muslim observance of 
Ramadan and the onset of mon- 
soon — making the first half of 
May the likely targeL 
“Ershad cannot wait too long 
after the referendum. He cannot 
rest on his laurels orsit back now,” 
said one local observer. “He has 
the momentum, he holds all the 
cards and can design the scenario, 
but he cannot coast while the opp- 
osition regroups.” 


Compared with the apathetic, 
no contest referendum March 21,' 
the local elections are expected to 
generate considerable ent- 
husiasm, despite censored cam- 
paign statements and violence. 

Candidates would campaign str- 
ictly as individuals without party 
lebels, although affiliations would 
be clear. Anti-martial law and 
anti-Ershad statements would be 
banned, as they were for the ref- 
erendum by tough new martupfib w 

regulations promulgated Nfareh 1 
to bait opposition clashes in the 
srreers. Gen. Ershad has ruled oht 
immediate relaxation. 

One of his major concerns is 
whether the local elections could 
be managed without massive vio- 
lence and whether more than 
1,000 candidates could be pro- 
tected.- 

Another concern is whether the 
opposition parties — two major 
alliances of seven and 15 pffrties ’ 
— would go along. Most obs- 
ervers, including influential opp- 
osition members, believe they 
would have to, although their par- 


ticipation would lend credibility to 
Gen. Ershad. 

Still, the argument goes, they 
cannot afford to sit out the ele- 
ction. They also stand to make 
some gains and repair their own 
image of ineffectiveness and fal- 
tering credibility. 

The opposition boycotted the 
parliamentary polls scheduled 
April 6. They previously boy- 
cotted two other parliamentary 
and presidential elections and an 
Upazi las election in March 1985. 
They demanded lifting martiaUaw 
first. 

But their rigid stand and non- 
participation row is widely reg- 
arded as a political blunder. Not to 
take pan in local elections would 
be a major setback and strategic 
mistake. 

The splintered and bickering 
opposition had vowed to prevent 
the referendum and disrupt it but 
was unable or unwilling to do so, 
losing credibility as a result and 
fading further as a viable alt- 
ernative to fun the impoverished 
country. 


Message from an 
Israeli: The PLO 
cannot be ignored 


i 


**■ 


By Meir Merhav 


The writer is a member of the edi- 
torial staff of The Jerusalem Post- 
This article was adapted for The 
New York Times from an essay 
published there . 


JERUSALEM — There has long 
been a national consensus among 
Israelis that we will not talk to the 
Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation. In this, we are making a 
grave mistake, for “detestable” as 
the PLO may appear io us, it is the 
only plausible representative of 
the Palestinian people. 

The proposals put forward by 
Yasser Arafat, King Hussein and 
President Hosni Mubarak of 
Egypt for talks with Israel about 
the future of the occupied ter- 
ritories have provoked a new cho- 
rus of refusal: Everyone who cou- 
nts in Israeli politics has declared 
once again that we shall never, 
never talk to the PLO. So far. the 
Reagan administration — pro- 
dded, no doubt, by Jerusalem — 
has stood loyally by them. 

In fact. Israel undertook long 
ago, in the Camp David accords, 
ro talk to the Palestinians about 
their future. That commitment 
remains binding on any gov- 
ernment of Israel. 

The current government, a fra- 
gile coalition led by the Labour 
Party, is committed to a “Jor- 
danian” solution to the 
Palestinian- Israeli conflict- It has 
therefore responded with luk- 
ewarm interest to Mr. Mubarak's 
suggestion for talks with a joint 
Jordanian-PaJestinian delegation. 

But the crux of his initiative is 
□ot negotiations between Israel 
and the Jordan: It is to get Israelis 
talking to Palestinians. Mr. Mub- 
arak lmows well enough that there 
can be no solution to the Pal- 
estinian problem unless this hap- 
pens. 

Yet most Israelis remain obd- 
urate. “Jerusalem" will not sit 
down with representatives of the 
PLO. Nor will it accept anyone 
nominated by the PLO. At best. 


If Israel wants peace, it must 
make peace — with its mor- 
tal enemies above all. To try 
to settle with proxy neg- 
otiators would be futile at 
best, and potentially dan- 
gerous. 


some moderate Israelis seem wil- 
ling not to look too closely into the 
political biographies of Pal- 
estinians who may come to the 
table. 

To such Israelis, it would be 
acceptable if Palestinian neg- 
otiators sympathised with the 
PLO. They might voice its pos- 
itions; they might even, on the 
quiet, really be PLO nominees — 
as long as they are not officially 
members of that organisation. To 
qualify, they must also abjure ter- 
ronsra and renounce most of the 
PLO's extreme demands inc- 

luding the Palestinian Covenant’s 
call for the destruction of the state 
of Israel, the claims to Jerusalem 
and the demand that Palestinian 
refugees be granted the right of 
returp. & 

It would certainly be a good 
tiling for Israel if such “moderate” 
Palestinians could be found — and 
bestowal with the power to make 
agreements that would be binding 
on their fellow Palestinians. Thau 
however, is not now the case. 

Many Palestinians are no doubt 
ready to abjure terrorism and give 
up the armed struggle against Isr- 
ael — if only for the practical rea- 
son that neither, the Palestinians 
nor the rest of the Arab World has 
the power to vanquish Israel by 
force. Others may be willing to 

? re ^ of retUr ning to 
Jaffa, Haifa, Lod, Raralah and the 
other towns and villages where 
they or their fore-bears were bom 
A few may even be willing t 0 acc- 


ept, with clenched teeth. Israel's 
insistence on holding on to panso; 
the West Bank that it considers 
vital for its security. 

But no Palestinians will waive 
the right to self-determination — ^ 
the right to national sovereignty 
over however small a homeland o; 
their own. And no Palestinian sig- 
nature on any pad will be binding 
unless it is seen as satisfying these 
aspirations. 

Why. then, do some Israelis 
seem interested in sitting down 
'with non-PLO Palestinians? 
Many have a cynical iogic of their 
own. Israel would “negotiate" 
with Palestinians who represent 
no one but themselves; it might 
even reach a “seitlemenr" with 
some carefully chosen "notables" 

— only to have that settlement 
promptly rejected and its sig- 
natories branded as traitors, if not t 
worse. 

With litis. Israel would have 
demonstrated that it can be con- 
ciliatory — and at the same time 
would have ensured that nothing 
came of the talks. We would thus 
persuade ourselves and the rest of 
the world that there is “no one to 
talk to” among the Arabs about 
the territories. 

What would be wrong with this? 
Why not highlight the impasse for 
all the world to see? Because, in 
the end, the Palestinian problem is 
also Israel’s problem, and it is 
unacceptable to those of us who 
do not want Israel to become a 
binational state — another Leb- 
anon, in effect — or to remain for- & 
ever a walled-in fortress surviving 
from one war to the next and pay- 
ing the debts in between. 

True, even if Israel did agree to 
sit down with official' rep- 
resentatives of the PLO. there 
would be no assurance that the 
outcome would be honoured by all 
PLO factions or the rejectionist 
Arab states. It is. however, certain 
that no other Palestinian spo- 
kesmen would be able to sign an 
accord if it was unacceptable to 
the PLO. 

Moreover, not being official 
representatives, such ■'acc- 
eptable” negotiators might well 
have to be more obdurate than the .-a 
PLO itself. * 

True, the PLO is Israel's mortal - 
enemy. It is not prepared to accept 
the validity of the Zionist tenets 
that underpin Israel’s existence. 
And u claims political and his- 
toncal rights to areas from which 
raiestinians fled or were expelled 
in 1948. ^ 

The PLO’s mainstream faction 
may m practice be prepared todav 
to settle for less than was env- 
isioned in the Palestinian Cov- 
enant. But there is no certaintv 
that the organisation’s tactical ret- 
reat to more limited goals — it is 

now demanding a Palestinian state 
restricted to the areas occupied by 
Israel in 1967 — will be accepted - 
by all ns factions or the rej- * 
ecrionist Arab states. 

Indeed, the attainment of this 
jnore hnuted ohj ecu ve might well 
turn out to be a springboard for 

*na| V «f S long-range irredentist 
goal of eliminating the state of Isr- 


Nor, finally, is it by a 
clear that the PLO is pr 
abandon what it calls th 
struggle” — its strateg 

^criminate ’ terror" ae 
titans. h 

Bui if Israel wants pea, 
ake peace - with ; 


ma ke peace — with 
enemies above all. To 
with proxy negotiator 
futile at best, and potei 
gerous. Israel must io« 
jtiung directly to thos 
ma ke peace. 

How long must it 
many more wans must 
how many lives must 
and how much treasure 
ote we recognise that i 
me genuine represents 
Palestinian people and 

®K en,entofthe ' 
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I named thee the South 


Firs are biggest trees in U.S. 


By Joy Aschenbach 

WASHINGTON — Douglas firs 
in Oregon twice have grown big 
t enough to become national cha- 
mpions. the biggest trees of their 
kind. Bui both times, the giant 
coast firs were blown down in 
storms. Oregon hasn't had the 
Douglas fir champ since 1 975. 

The title reverted both times to 
the same mighty rival in nei- 
ghbouring Washington’s Olympic 
National Park. Oregon big-tree 
hunters were not about to” take 
that lying down: they posted a 
$300 reward for anyone knowing 
the whereabouts of a bigger fir. • 

-We want the record fir back. 
After all. the Douglas fir is Ore- 
gon's state tree." said Maynard 
Drawson. a Salem barber and vet- 
eran tree hunter, who put up S 1 00 
of the reward. 

Register for the biggest 

The statewide alert asked eit- 
• izens to be on the lookout for a fir 
taller than 22 1 feet, more than 45 
teeL five inches around the trunk, 
and broader than 61 leei at the 
crown. -; 1 

.i- While some people may be out 
7 . hunting big game, birds on the 
wing, or buried treasure, others 
r_ are stalking the biggest living 
_• things on Earth: trees. Of the hil- 
. . . lions of trees in this country, some 
l. tower above the rest as the biggest 
r, of their species. The hunters’ cha- 
r\ Hengc is to find even bigger spe- 
cimens. 

Champions are listed in the Nat- 
ional Register of Big T rces. which 
. has been kept for nearly 40 years 
by the American Forestry Ass- 
ociation. Currently there are 
about 655 titleholders. 

Only those trees that appear in 
‘ the U.S. Forest Service's "Che- 
' cklist of United States Trees (Nat- 
' ive and Naturalised)” are eligible. 
The 679 species range from pop- 
ular varieties of oak. elm. pine, 
and maple to more exotic trees 
such as devirs walkingstick. fid- 
dlewood. parasoliree. and darling 


plum. 

It's not enough for a tree to 
come from the right background 
and grow to championship size, a 
combination of height, girth, and 
crown spread of the branches. To 
geL into the register, a tree must 
first be noticed and nominated. 

The national champion Ame- 
rican elm had been growing for 
more than 260 years before it was 
discovered by chance in 1977 on 
the edge of a Kansas wheat field. 

Known as the Louis Vieux elm. 
it is now the only tree in the only 
state-owned forest in Kansas. The 
1 ‘. i-acre. circular loresi. created 
by the State Legislature in IMS I. 
stands near the site where the 
Oregon Trail crossed the Ver- 
million River. 

The solitary elm. which is 99 
feet tall and spreads its branches 
out over 133 feci, had been sch- 
eduled to be cut down for con- 
struction of a county road when a 
Kansas wildlife official happened 
to spot it in the rearview mirror of 
his car. 

Oasis Tor pioneers 

Records show that the tree’s 
shade refreshed weaty pioneers 
whose covered wagons moved 
westward along the trail. The elm 
w as named for its original owner, a 
part- Indian, part- French trader 
who acquired 3 1 5 acres — and the - 
tree — in an 1K67 Pmawatomi 
Indian treaty. 

"Why the elm was never cut 
down, no one can say.’’ observed 
Gene W. Grey, assistant state for- 
ester. “h certainly stood in the 
way o! fanning a fertile river- 
bottom field. Maybe it goi so big 
so fast that the cost of cutting it 
down was too much. The thing we 
fear now is Dutch elm disease.’’ 

Big-tree hunters say that many 
champions, like the elm in Kansas, 
are found by chance. For this rea- 
son. tree hunters never leave 
home without a long tape mea- 
sure. a broomstick or its equ- 
ivalent — used to determine hei- 
ght — a notebook, a camera, love 


of trees, and a sixth sense for spo- 
tting the biggest of a species. 

While driving along, even when 
in a hurry, they may suddenly slam 
on the brakes, i um around, and go 
back to pui a rape measure around 
the trunk of some tree they just 
passed. 

“Wherever 1 am. I'm always 
looking at the trees. I’ve known 
people who've nearly run oil the 
road because their eyes were on 
the trees." said Oregon tree hun- 
ter Draw-son. . 

At 5X. he has been stalking trees 
for more than 20 years, written 
books about trees, and given talks 
about them. He has found at least 
six nt the current national cha- 
mpions — one on an unusual tip 
Irom an inmate at the state pen- 
itentiary. 

Mr. Drawson was giving his sta- 
ndard big-tree talk to the pri- 
soners w hen one said that he knew 
the whereabouts of a bigleaf 
maple that had to be bigger "than 
the existing titleholder. It turned 
out to be no tail-tree tale. At Jew- 
ell Junction. Ore., beside the road 
in plain view, is the. new national 
champion — 101 i'ect.iaU. 35 Icet 
around. 90 feet at the crown. 

Growing in cemeteries 

Champion trees, generally 
older members of the species, are 
usually found in places where they 
have had time enough and room 
enough to grow: old estate lands, 
national and state parks and for- 
ests. yards in older city nei- 
ghbourhoods. along fences, and in 
cemeteries. 

The state with the largest num- 
ber of national champions is Flo- 
rida. followed by Michigan. Texas. 
California, and Oregon. The big- 
gest trees ol all. the sequoias, and 
the tallest, the redwoods, arc in 
California. 

Once it is champion of a species, 
a tree stays on the National Reg- 
ister until it dies, is destroyed, or. 
as in most cases, is dethroned by a 
bigger tree. Only six trees on the 
original list, published in 1945. 


have never been toppled Irom 
(heir positions. 

One of them is the biggest tree 
of all. the granddaddy giant seq- 
uoia know-n as the General She- 
rman. More than 3.501) years old. 
the California tree stands 275 teet 
tall and is more than M3 teet aro- 
und. 

In the East. Maryland's 400- 
year-old Wye Oak on the Eastern 
Shore of the Chesapeake Bay has 
never lost its original title as lar- 
gest white oak. With branches 
spreading out 15S feet, it is w ider 
than it is tali. 

Another original, the largest 
California nutmeg — 141 leet tall 
— was chopped down by vandals 
in 19*2. There's no way the Nat- 
ional Register can guarantee pro- 
tection for its champions, says 
Frances A. Hum. director of the 
Forestry Association's Big Tree 
Programme. But calling attention 
to their size may help save them. 

Affinity for champions 

One of the champion hunters nl 
champion trees. Richard Salzer. 
an Annandalc. Va.. home- 
improvement contractor, has 
found about a do 2 en ol the current 
national champions, including ihe 
largest fringetree. growing on 
George Washington’s Mount 
Vernon estate. 

“ I'm always out in the woods." 
Mr. Salzer said. “ I'm just a tree 
lover from a wav back. I don't 
know why. but I seem to be att- 
racted to big trees. I’ll be walking 
through the woods, sit down tinder 
a tree to eat. look up. and usually 
find that it’s some kind ol cha- 
mpion." 

There have been thousands of 
trees in Ins lile. Mr. Salzer est- 
imates. And to him “nothing is 
more beautiful. Trees arc just like 
humans, they live and breathe. 
I’ve been told Til be a tree in the 
next life. If that’s true. I would 
want to be an oak." A champion, 
of course — National Geographic 
tcaiurc. 


Following is on English translation by Jordanian diplomat Ma’n 
Abu Nowar of Arab prominent poet Nizar t^abbani’s most recent 
poem in which he applauds the heroic deeds of resistance fighters in 
the Lebanese South. 

/ named thee the South 
Ye who wear Ai -Hussein cloak, 
and die sun of Karbala.... 

Ye the rose trees whose profession is sacrifice 
Ye lands' revolt ma revolt of the sky 
Ye body, wheat... and prophets sores from its earth 
Permit us kiss the sword in your hands 
Permit us pray Allah that looks from your eyes 
Ye who in his blood washed like roses red 
Ye that gave us birth purified, 
and freedom's rose. 

(2) 

/ named thee the South 
) «? griefs moon that comes out night from 
Fatimah' s eyes.... 

Ye fishing boats whose profession is sacrifice 
Ye set i fish whose profession is sacrifice 
Ye poetry books who's profession is sacrifice 
Ye the river’s frog that reads the resistance Surah 
all nigfu 

Ye the recline of coffee on charcoal. 

Ye the days of Ashura, 

Ye the drink of flowers water in Sidon, 

and Ye Allah's minarets that calls for resistance.... 

Ye the nights of the people's songs. 

Ye the thuds o f bullets in Weddings 
Ye the women's " Zaghroudeh ," 

' Ye the wall gazettes 

Ye the ants platoons that smuggle weapons 

to the resistance. 

id) 

! named thee the South 
Ye the Wadi, and the Wahdi and the Imam 
. Ye who pray dawn in a field of mines 
Do not expect from todays Arabs but talk... 

Do nor expect but love letters 

Do not look back Ye Imam our master 

There is nothing in the back but ignorance and darkness 

and there is no tiling in the back bui mud 

and there is nothing in the back but the 

cities' aborted foetus and pigmies 

Where the rich eats the poor 

where the big eats the small 

where the regime eats the regimes. 

f-D 

l named thee the South 

I named thee the candles that are light in churches 
/ named thee the henna on the fingers of the brides 
1 named thee heroic poems learnt by children's 
hearts in schools 

I named thee the pencils and rosy notebooks 
l named thee the secret writing 
/ named thee due bullets, in the paths of 
Al-Sabatiyeh 

/ named thee the Resurrection and ijiyamah.... 

/ na tried thee the summer that is carried 
in the pigeon's feathers. 

tS) 

I named thee the South 
l named due the water and the wheat sheaf 
and the tobacco seedling that fights, 
and the star of dusk. 

I named thee the dawn that waits birth 
tirul the body yearning for martyrdom 
Ye the last of the defenders of Troy 
I named thee the revolution, the awakening 
and the dumge 

/ tunned thee the pure, the righteous, the 
dear and the able ... 

I named thee the great. Ye the great.... 

I named dtee the South. 

»6i 

/ named thee the South 
/ named thee white narcissus and the boats 
/ named thee die children playing with daffodils 
l named thee the men spend the night around 
the fire and the riffles 
/ mined thee the blue sonnet 
1 named thee the thunderbolt from whose 
fire things ignite 

I named thee die pistol hidden in women's plaits 
I named thee the dead that come to 
dinner after their funeral... 
and rest to their beds 

atul comfort themselves about their children 
and when dawn comes, 
they return to dte sky. 

/ named thee the South 

Ye who soar like grass in the books of days. 

Ye die old traveller over thorn and pain 
Ye the shining like the star and 
flashing like the sword 
If it were not for you.... we mould remain 
pric ing to stones 

If it were not for you, we would openly take the 
weads of dreams ; 

Pennit us kiss die sword in your hand: 

Permit us collect Just from your sandals. 


Had you not come. Ye sir, the Imam, 
we would be fixing die Hebrew commander 
slaughtered like sheep. 


Ye the master of rain and. seasons 
Ye the People's revolution carrying with it 
the twins 

I named thee the Love that inhabits the rings 
/ named thee the scent that inhabits the buds 
l named thee the tisto 
/ named thee the pigeons 
Ye dus master of masters. Ye the Iliad 
of lliado. 

fyj 

The sea a blue script written by Ali 

and Marriam sea on the sound every night 

waiting for the Mahdi 

and picks die roses dial come out from 

the victims' fingers 

and Zainab hides die arms in her shim 
and collects shrapnels, 
and carries food for the dead dial live 
in the mirrors. 

tlUl 

Fatimah comes from Sur, and in her 
clothes the scent of mint and lemons 
Fatimah comes to us and her hair like 
this mad time 

Fatimah comes and in her eyes 
marts... and dimensions... and revolutionaries 
perhaps, does war enhance the black 
in the eyes? 


History will remember a small village one day, 
amongst the villages of die South, 

Called ( Battle ) 
h defended with its chest... 
the honour of the land, 
the dignity ofArabism 
and around it coward tribes 
and a dismantled nation. 

1 1 21 

From the sea of Sur the question starts 
From its sea die family of the house come 
out every night 
Like orange trees 

From dte sea of Sur the dagger comes out 

and the rose and die sonnet and the heroes come out. 

US) 

1 named dtee die South 

l named thee the bells and the festivals 

and the sun laugh on the children's robes 

Ye the saint, the poet and the martyr 

Ye who are inhabited by the new 

Ye the bullet in the forehead of die sleepers' cave 

Ye the prophet of violence 

and Ye who released us from our prisons 

Ye who assured us against fear. 


Ye the sword that shines between tobacco and caves 
Ye the find that neigh in the wilderness 
of anger 

Sever read one letter from Arab writing 

Their war is a rumour 

Their sword is wood 

Their love is treason 

Their promise is a lie. 

Never listen to one letter from Arab speeches. 

It is all grammar, layout and litraatre, 
it is all a nightmare and music happy, 

Do not beseach Matin or Wads of Taghleb 
Then is no nation in the dictionary of 
nations named (Arabs) 

(IS) 

Ye sir die master ofjhe free 

There is no one left bur you 

in the time of fall and decline 

in the time of revolutionary retreat, 

national retreat and thought retreat 

and the thieves and traders 

in the rime of desertion 

words became, my sir die South, 

for let and sale, 

and syllables are hired dancers 

in die land of oil and dollar..... 

No one is left but you 

walking on thorn and glass 

and the dignified brothers, on eggs, 

sleeping like hens 

in the time of war 

deserting like hens 

Ye sir, the South 

in the cities of salt inhabited by 

plague and dust 

in the cities of death that fear the visit of rain 
No one is left but you 

planting palms in our life and grapes and moons. 

No one is left but you but you..., but you 

Open the gate ro daylight ’. 


American media favour Arabs for stereotyping 


By Robert Basler 

Reuter 

. NEW YORK — American tel- 
. -evision. films, books and comic 
strips invariably show Arabs as 
uniformly evil and untrustworthy. . 

This is the complaint of the 
Arab-American Anti-Discri- 
mination Committee (ADC), 
an increasingly vocal organisation 
that is forcing Hollywood film and 
" TV producers to clean up their 
stereotype image of the Arabs. 

The" committee represent 
$ Americans ol A rah ancestry who 
complain that they are frequently 
victims of insensitive treatment, 
sometimes out of malice but more 
olten a result of pervasive ign- 
orance. 

As *«o many angry minorities 
have done belore them, some of . 
the estimated three million 


Arab-Americans have begun to 
respond with organised protests 
and pressure. 

James Abourezk. a former U.S. 
senator from South Dakota who 
heads the ADC. says Arabs have 
too long been a "safe” target of 
ridicule and stereotyping. 

“We never fought back before. 
We were the last group," says Mr. 
Abourezk. who is the son of a 
Lebanese peddler. 

“In the early days of films. 
Arabs were more romanticised," 
says Bonnie Rimawi, a New York 
ADC organiser. Now, she says, an. 
Arab in a movie or television pro- 
gramme is likely to be a sinister 
terrorist or an unctuous oil bil- 
lionaire. 

“It's always the same images — 
the sheikh with a harem, the lus- 
tful. greedy character." 

The ADC complained bitterly 


about a slippery Arab character 
called Rashid in television's pop- 
ular “Dynasty" programme. He 
was eliminated, but not nec- 
essarily through ADCs eilorts. 

"We asked that he be written 
out of the series in such a way that 
he would look innocent and hon- 
ourable." says organiser Rimawi. 
“Instead, he was shot to death in a 
hotel lobby". 

A recent test of Arab muscle 
came during production at the 
film •■Protocol", starring Goldie 
Hawn. 

When ADC staffer Ron Lah- 
oud answered a casting request tor 
"Arab-looking types", he was 
assured the film would not he off- 
ensive. But on the day shooting 
began he learned the mythical 
Arab country in the movie was 
“rat hole" spelled backwards, and 
he demanded a copy of the script. 


Mr. Lahoud, who is of Syrian 
and Lebanese ancestry, says the 
A DC asked for massive changes in 
the script, which it found to con- 
tain every derogatory and dem- 
eaning stereotype", but that ult- 
imately only "minimal" revisions 
were made. 

But Mr. Abourezk paints a bri- 
ghter picture of the effort against 
“Protocol". He says the A DC was 
able to prevent the film-makers 
from going to shoot in Tunisia 
until they had agreed to major alt- 
erations. 

The ADC had a notable success 
when it wrote to New York radio 
star Don Imus to complain about 
him referring to Arabs as “goat- 
humping weasels" on a recent 
programme. It got an on-the-atT 
apology. 

I got a nice letter and I apo- 
logised." said Mr. Imus —who has 


offended dozens ol other groups 
as well. 

Insults are not restricted to the 
media. Some Arab-Americans 
were furious in late 19S3 when 
Mayor Gerald McCann of Jersey 
Cuy named the Israeli settlement 
of Tekoah on the occupied West 
Bank as the official sister-city to 
his own. even though Washington 
opposes such settlements. 

Mr. McCann praised the bra- 
very ot West Bank sealers and 
presented a proclamation to Tek- 
ouh's mayor. 

“This is an insult to Arab- 
Americans." Ms. Rimawi says. 
"These settlements are illegal." 
So lar. protests have been in vain. 

Some slights are more personal. 
Ms. Rimawi says her husband was 
bom in Palestine but was torced to 
list Jordan as his birth place when 
he applied lor a U.S. passport. 


Indian snake charners reveal secrets of old art 


By Moses Manoharan 

Reuter 

, JAIPUR, India — An Indian 
snake-charmer sways back and 
lorth with his flute, apparently 
mesmerising a black cobra in a 
2,500 year-old illusion rooted in 
the ancient Hindu cull of snake 
■ worship. 

But the music from the flute has 
nothing to do with charming the 
snake and is only used to attract 
1 people io the performance. 

**lt is part of show business, an 
f illusion rather than fraud," said B. 
Venkaiaraman, a Delhi-based 
writer on Indian folk tradition. 

**A snake is deaf and short- 


sighted. It senses potential danger 
by using its tongue to pick up cha- 
nges in air pressure caused by any 
movement, in this case the swi- 
nging of the flute. It follows the 
snake-charmer's moves with iu» 
head," he said. 

Cobras, considered the most 
sacred of reptiles bv Hindus,- live 
in the cool comfort "of wicker bas- 
kets in a tented colony inhabited 
by 35 snake-charmers and their 
families in this western desert city. 

All the residents have the sur- 
name Naih but nobody knows 
why, 

Kamar Kamar Nath told Reu- 
ters he and his colleagues settled 
here 15 years ago, tired of wan- 


dering from place to place as their 
ancestors had done. 

“We perform at street comer* 
early in the morning and in the 
evening when it is not too hot. A 
snake does not like heat." Mr. 
Nath said. 

A cobra, which Mr. Nath prods 
with his flute to come out of a bas- 
ket, seems to glare sullenly at the 
midday sunlight before striking at 
the snake-charmer’s son, Sadhu 
Nath. 

But Kamar Nath is unp- 
erturbed. "We have removed the 
venom from all the, snakes," he 
said with a mischievous wink. 

Another snake-charmer, Mora 


Nath, grabbed the head ot the 

cobra and deftly prised open the 
reptile’s jaws to show it had been 
rendered harmless. 

The snake charmers remove the 
poison sacs located behind the 
snakes' fangs with pliers. 

When a cobra strikes, the sac 
spurts venom into the fangs which 
in turn puncture its victim’s flesh, 
causing incapacitation or death. 

"We are sometimes bitten bef- 
ore the venom is removed, usually 
when we are trapping the reputes. 
We apply a secret antidote to the 
wound and we are healed." Mora 
Nath said. 

Charaeli, Mora Nath's wife, said 


all die inhabitants of their set- 
tlement knew how to trap and 
train snakes. 

"But we don’t teach the young 
Ones how to extract venom." she 
added. 

" We hope our children will con- 
tinue in our ways," Chameli said. 
Her husband earns about 15 rup- 
ees (one dollar) a day, above 
India's annual per capita income 
of $220. 

"Whether they practise dec- 
eption or honest art, snake- 
charming is rooted in our folklore 
and is unlikely to lose its fas- 
cination for a very long 
time." Mr. Venkaiaraman said. 
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Finland’s Kankunnen wins 
Safari Rally at 1st attempt 


Uruguay first to qualify 
for World Cup finals 


NAIROBI (R) — Finland’s Juba Kankunnen sna- 
tched the lead in the closing hours and won the Safari 
Motor Rally at his first attempt Monday to give 
Toyota victory for the second year running. 


Kankunnen was followed into 
the Kenyan capital after five days 
of sun. sand and mud by team- 
- mate Bjorn Waldegaard of Swe- 
den to give Toyota double sat- 
isfaction. Third was Kenyan Mike 
'Kirkland in a Nissan 240 RS. 

But it was Kankunnen' s day as 
he sprayed champagne at a huge 
crowd, including Finnish children 
waving the national flag. 

"This is my first World Cha- 
mpionship win. it's a good bir- 
.thday present." said Kankunnen.* 
who turned 27 on April 2. two 
days before 71 cars started off on 
the five-day rally. 

“I'm young, and whenever 
someone got piast me I got so mad 
I pushed even harder," he said. 

Kankunnen dispelled the myth 
■ that you must have a few grey 
hairs on your head before voucan 
master the safari" s unique blend of 
ever-changing terrain at speed. 

But he proved the wisdom of 
another rally saying — that the 
race is never over until you get to 
the finishing line, even in the final 
.hours of the last section. 


It was at that stage Monday that 
West German Erwin Weber, in his 
# first World Championship race, 
held a 10-minute lead over Kan- 
kunnen and looked to be cruising 
home. 

But Weber blew the cylinder 
head of his Open Mama and lost 
more than an hour trying to fix it 
— and the rally. He finished fifth 
behind the perennial iryer Rauno 
Aaltonen of Finland in an Opel, 
who is still looking for his first win 
' after 22 attempts. 

"I couldn't believe it when I 
heard Weber had dropped out," 
said Kankunnen. “There was a big 
guy in the sky who helped me." 

His victory marked something 
of a comeback for the two-wheel 
drive, conventionally -powered 
classic rallying cars over the 
four-wheel -drive turbocharged 
vehicles which have dominated 
rallying in Europe over the past 
few seasons. 

Of this new breed, neither of the 
'two works Audi Sport Quattros 
finished and only one Peugeot 205 
turbo 16. driven by Finland's 
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Timo Salonen, survived out of. 
three starters. 

By unofficial count, only 19 of 
71 starters finished and the last 
cars over the line were some three 
hours behind Kankunnen. 

Among theearly casualties were 
reigning world rallying Champion 
Slig Blomqvist of Sweden and 
Hannu Mikkola of Finland, both 
driving Audis. 

Italy' s Audio Bettega in a Lan- 
cia, then Waldegaard himself, 
Weber, Altonen and Weber again 
all took the lead as the rally wound 
its 5,200 kms way around Kenya. 

It was a particularly bitter start 
for the Peugeot, team, whose 
small turbocharged 205 had won 
six successive rallies and was mak- 
ing its first appearance in the saf- 
ari. 

Jordan holds 
Valetta to 
2-2 draw 

VALETTA. Malta Q-T.) — The 
Jordanian national soccer team 
Monday drew 2-2 with Malta's 
first division leaders Valetta team. 

The first half of the friendly 
match ended with Jordan leading* 
2-1. Khaled Awad scored both 
goals for Jordan. In the second 
half Valetta scored the equal user 
from a penalty kick. 

The National Jordanian team 
are in Malta for friendly matches 
against Maltese teams in pre- 
paration for their World Cup qua- 
lifying match against Qatar in 
Doha on Friday. Jordan defeated 
Qatar 1-0 in the home leg three 1 
weeks ago. 


MONTEVIDEO (R) — Uruguay 
played attacking football Sunday 
to beat Chile 2-1 (halftime 1-1) 
and become the first team to qua- 
lify for the World Cup finals in 
Mexico next year. 

Uruguay. World Cup winners in 
1930 and 1950 and favoured to 
win South American Group Two, 
were rocked by a 2-0 defeat in 
their away match against Chile 
two weeks ago. 

Going into Sunday's game with 
four points against Chile's five, 
they had to win to book a place in 
Mexico while Chile would have 
been content with a draw. 

The home side attacked from 
the stan and were rewarded when 
Batista scored bom a free kick in 
the ninth minute. 

Chile packed their defence but 
launched lightning counter- 
attacks to take advantage of Uru- 
guay's strategy of bringing eve- 


ryone forward. 

(n one such raid Chilean for- 
ward Caszely was fouled in the 
area by Uruguayan defender Per- 
eyra, and Aravena made no mis- 
take with the penalty to equalise in 
the 28 th minute. 

Uruguay got the winner 12 
minutes into the second half with 
another penalty fired in by Ramos 
after striker Francesco! i was fou- 
led in the Chilean area. 

More than 70,000 fans packed 
the stadium to capacity to watch 
the home team qualify for Mexico, 
the first time they have reached 
the final rounds since 1974. 

The other side in Group Two, 
Ecuador, scored just one point. 

Chile still has a chance to qua- 
lify for Mexico in the rec- 
lassification round played bet- 
ween sides which finish second in 
the three South American groups. 
One of the teams will go through. 


Prost claims opening race 
of Formula One championship 


Connors defaults final to McEnroe 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Fre- 
nchman Alain Prost made a flying 
start to his World Championship 
bid when he drove his McLaren to 
a second successive victory in the 
Brazilian Grand Prix Sunday. 

After Michele A1 bo re to set the 
early pace in his Ferrari, Prost, 
pipped for the world title by Aus- 
trian team-mate NDri Lauda last 
year, slipped in boat with less than 
a third of the race gone when the 
Italian appeared to mi ss a gear 
change. 

The diminutive Frenchman 
went on to drive -a faultless race 
and never looked like being cau- 
ght, although Alboreto narrowed 
the gap in the closing stages as 
Prost eased back do save fuel. 

When Prost took the chequered 
flag, only Alboreto and fellow Ita- 
lian Elio de Angelis, who finished 
third in his Lotus for the second 
year ru nning , were on the same 
lap. 


Overall it was a good day for 
France, with Rene Arnoux (Fer- 
rari), Patrick Tambay (Renault) 
and Jacques Lafitte (Ligier) all 
scoring World Championshippoi- 
nts, though lapped twice by Prost. 

It was not such a happy start to 
the season for Lauda, who, af ter 
climbing to third early on, was for- 
ced out of contention by engine 
trouble. 

1 ‘The car just got better and bet- 
ter as the race went on," smd 
Prose, who was reluctant to discuss 
his chances of becoming the first 
Frenchman to win the world tide, 
‘Tm delighted with nine points for 
victory, but the season still has a 
long way to run." 

Prost said he thought his choice 
of hard tyres was a key factor in his 
victory. 

Firemen sprayed the crowd with 
water as temperatures at the Jac- 
arepagu circuit soared to 50 cen- 
tigrade, forcing the drivers into 


mighty McL- 

ESttem.dUudawiUeHpyim- 
iher success in 1985. 

“We showed were stfll the 
dominating team, ^though Fer- 
^ have reduced which 

existed last year, he added. - 
Alboreto said he was pleapd 
with his performance, adding that 
Ferrari had a good chance of sec- 
uring their firet drivers bile since 

South African Jody Scheckter tri- 
umphed in 1979. 

The winding 5.03-km track and 

the heat took a heavy toll and only *• 

14 cars were still running when - 
Prost crossed the line. , s 1 

Tambay set a lap record of ,* ; 
*1-26-525 during the race, sug- zf 
pesting the new safety regulations, •* 
which include a reduction m aer- 
odynamic downforce on the cats, 
have not cut speeds. 


Reluctant Lendl leaves 
with Monte Carlo title 
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FOR RENT 

Modem furnished apartments: one bedroom, two 
bedrooms and three bedrooms. Central heating and 
, Telephones. 

Location: a) Shmeisani near Birds Garden . 

b) Jabal Amman between 3rd and 4th Circle. 

Tel: 641443 — 642351 


FOR RENT 

Furnished flats and studios 
Location: Third Circle area - Jabal Amman 

Consisting of one or two bedrooms with kitchen, 
sitting room, balcony. With all facilities; telephone, 
telex, central T.V. and video channels, lift, central 
heating, deluxe furniture, parking area. 

(Offices service telephone, telex). 

For more information please call 644180 or 
644528 all days, Tlx No. 22018 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Furnished groundfloor apartment consisting of two 
bedrooms, salon, diningroom, garden and telephone 
in Shmeisani. 

Please call tel. 678205 


MONTE CARLO (R) — Ivan 
Lendl, reluctant guest at Monte 
Carlo's tennis party, left with die 
champion’s prize and his con- 
fidence boosted for his next date 
on clay, his French Open title def- 
ence. 

The Czechoslovak top seed was 
in fighting mood here and a swipe 
with his racket at an advertising 
hoarding after a critical penalty 
point in Sunday's final cost him 
1,000 of his $58,500 prize for 
unsportsmanlike conduct 

But Lendl mainly channelled 
his aggression into the more pro- 
fitable task of winning, most imp- 
ressively in the final against Aus- 
tralian Open Champion Mats 
Wilander 6-1, 6-3, 4-6, 6-4. 

Hie world number three’s most 
effective answers to Wilander 
were his armoury of forehands 
and backhand passes and a big 
serve, which — despite an erratic 
spell of six dropped service games 
— yielded 14 aces, allied with fit- 
ness and patience. 

The fitness, which Lendl att- 
ributes partly to a new diet, ena- 
bled him to finish off his int- 
errupted four-hbursemifinaJ aga- 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY WANTED 

A computer firm is looking for a secretary with 
following quaiifications;- 
■ — Minimum 3-year experience 

— Excellent command of English language. 

— Typing Arabic/English; Telex efficiently 

— Competent & enthusiastic.- 

Pis. send your resume to P.O. Box 927060, 
Att L.K.: Last date for submitting resumes 
will be April 14. 



FOR SALE 


Purebreed male German Shepherd pup, 6 months 
with shots and papers. Black and tan. JD 160. 

Tel.: 819283/ Mary between 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. only 


inst defending champion Henrik 
Sundstrom and return three hours 
later for a three-and-a-half hour 
duel with 1983 champion Wil- 
ander, Sundstrom' s victim in last 
year’s final. 

Wilander was not surprised 
Lendl had won the final, but he 
was surprised he had got that far 
after a long absence from clay. 
Leadl's Last venture on the slow 
surface was in the Davis Cup sem- 
ifinals in. Sweden in October. 

’"Patience is the key to the 


claycourt game,” Lendl said. “As 
long as you're in top shape you can 
do it. If you get tired, you're going 
to lose.” 

Lendl, who missed Cze-^- 
choslovakia's Davis Cup first • 
round win over the Soviet Union 
last month, said he hoped to play 
in the second round against Ecu- 
ador in August. 

But he has reservations abom 
the competition. “Conditions in 
some countries make it almost 
impossible to win away,” he said. 


We pay special attention to birthday 
party requirements and gifts 

AMMAN BOOKSHOP 

A bit more than a bookshop 
J. Insurance BuUdlng, 3rd Circle, Jabal Amman. 


-ADMINISTRATIVE AND FOLLOW-UP 
VACANCY 

AT THE COMMERCIAL OFFICE OF SPAIN IN 
BAGHDAD 

Conditions: 

* Fouent Spanish 

* Other languages: English or/and Arabic 

* Max. age: 35 

Interested send C.V. to: Commercial Office of 
Spain 

Dist 923 - St 11 - No. 26A - Jadirya - Baghdad 
Phone: 7762396 Telex: 212503 OFCOMES IK 

WKofijt {MjU A 'ft jkij J**JI Siai^o 


TO LET 

A self-contained furnished house consisting of one 
bedroom, sitting & dining room, kitchen and bathroom. Has 
a separate central heating and separate water and electric- 
ity meters. Situated on JabaJ Luweibdeh near Caravan 
Hotel. 

Please phone 662595 



Phone 666320 


Phone 666320 



RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

A i {-conditioned 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jaba! Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 638968 


TOURISM 

3rd Circle, Jabal Amman ’/ 
Opposite Akilah Hospital. 

PEKING DUCK A 
FLAMING POT FONDUE 
ARE OUR SPECIALITIES 

VISIT SOON! 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 PM 
6:00 PM to Midnight 

Tel .641093 
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CHEN’S 



CHINESE 



RESTAURANT 



Mecca Street Yarmouk 



Engineers' Housing 



Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Barbequa 



for lunch FRIDAY 



Tel: 818214 

Come arid taste our 



specialities 



Open daily 



12:00 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 pm. - MMfright 



CHINA 

RESTAURAN 


The first and best Chinese 
restaurant . 
in Aqaba . 

Take away service ava- 
ilable 

'Open daily 11.30 OJ0 - and 6:30 
11:00 

AQABA, 

Tel: (0331) 4415 


CROWN 

international 

establishment 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, . 
door-to-door service 


tttm worttJ ’ 
Tel: SWltc 22205 BUDKO JO 
CMkNumMm. 
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MAN JORDAN 
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Cinema 

CONCORD 

Tel: 44092-44280 

677420 

RISKY BUSINESS 

(Colour) 

Performances 3:30, 6:jS 
6:30, 10:30 


Cinema 

fL-HOSSEiN 

Tel: 22117 

YOR, THE VIOLENT 
FIGHTER 

(Colour) 

Performances; 12-3 - 5 30-8 


Cinema 

RAINBOW 

Tel: 625155 

ONCE UPON A TIME 
IN AMERICA 

(Colour) 

3.30 6. -00 8:30 10:30 p.m. 


Cinema. 

OPERA 

Tel: 875573 

A LITTLE SEX 

3:30 6:30 9:30 p m. 

Abdalr, behind ALIA offices 


Cinema 


PALESTINE 


Tel: 22117 


1. Zangir 

2. Superman 

(Colour) 

Performances:- 12-3-7 


Cinema 

RflGHfflXM 

- Tel: 22198 

- lonca s 
VENGEANCE 

(Colour) 

Performances: 12-3-5; 30-8 
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E. Europe recognises the private egg 


I , LONDON — Nearly every sec- 
1| ond egg consumed in East Ger- 
*1 many last year — 3.5 billion in 
total — was laid by a- non- 
collectivised, privately owned 
?. hen. After 25 years of “socialist 
♦/agriculture’ 5 . East Germany’s 
” food supply is more dependent 
than ever on hs small-scale land 
• holders, and its government has 
; -,dow recognised this by paying 
diem more for their produce, 
it In politically-ortbodox Cze- 
‘k choslovakia, too, there is a res- 
s urgence of private plots, whose 
? owners were recently praised for 
\ their “beneficial” work by Prime 
;■ Minister Lubomir Strougal. 

Officials' in both these highly 
centralised economies are at last 
: conceding what some of their cou- 
nterparts elsewhere in the region 
; had already realised: That the 
Jong-neglected private agr- 
icultural sector fills a vita] gap in 
ijfood supplies and is often more 
: efficient - than oversize collective 
£and state farms, 
j. Very few East European farms, 
except in Poland, remain in out- 
right private ownership. But there 
^is widespread allocation of plots to 
individuals, usually full-time wor- 
kers in farm collectives, but also 
industrial workers and pensioners. 
Typically, the maximum is half a 
hectare per household, again exc- 
ept in Poland. 

This privately run sector is str- 
. ikingly more efficient than state 
•’t farms and cooperatives where 
- there is a mix of state and private 
:: management. Plot holders in Eas- 
tern Europe are particularly suc- 
; cessful in labour-intensive cul- 
■invadou of vegetables and fruit 


and in the rearingof livestock req- 
uiring constant attention. Large- 
scale grain crops are left to state 
farms and cooperatives. 

The degree of the private farm 
sectors greater efficiency is, of 
course, affected by whether gov- 
ernments actively encourage pri- 
vate farming, or surround it with 
suspicion and restriction: 

In Hungary and Bulgaria, plo- 
tbolders get state help, both with; 
inputs like feed grain and fertiliser 
and with marketing their produce. ' 

The most significant shift, how- 
ever, Is the official East German 
and Czechoslovak change of heart 
towards their private fanners. The - 
reason lies in the relatively poor 
performance of their state farm 
sectors. 

In both countries, collective 
(state or cooperative) farms are 
well above the East European 
average in productivity. But they 
fall far short of the yields, not to 
say quality, achieved in Western 
Europe. 

Before World War U, the fertile 
lands of present-day East Ger- 
many produced consistently hig- 
her yields than what is now West 
Germany; Today the reverse is 
true. 

the main factor has been the 
“gigantomania” pervading East 
German and Czech agriculture. 
Cooperatives have mushroomed 
in size to almost Soviet pro- 
portions, some as large as 30,000 
hectares with livestock farms hav- 
ing up to 6,000 cattle. The art- 
ificial separation, in the name of 
-‘specialisation”, of crops from 
livestock entails waste of fuel in 
transporting fodder from pro- 


ducer to distant user. 

Agriculture is East Germany’s 
second biggest user of scarce die- 
sel fuel. 

Cooperatives in both countries 
are also under fire for poor soil 
management and low quality and 
yields of sugar beet, potatoes, 
hops and other key crops. The 
Czechoslovaks, who in 1948 has 
millions of plum trees to make 
then- beloved slivovice, now have 
to import the fruit from Yug- 
oslavia. 

The trees were uprooted and 
□ever replaced when small farms 
were collectivised in the 1950s. 
The completion of collectivisation 
in 1960 turned many small-scale 
farmers from meat producers to 
consumers, thereby straining sup- 
plies. After steep price rises in 
1981, meat consumption fell from 
86.6 kilogrammes per head to 82 
kilogrammes in 1983. 

To plug these gaps, the Prague 
and East Berlin authorities are 
giving their private plotholders 
the green light to expand pro- 
duction. 

In Czechoslovakia, they already 
grow between 30 and 50 per cent 
of fruit and vegetables, according 
to Mr. Karol Ceresna, the agr- 
iculture ministry’s chief planner in 
Prague, while in East Germany, 
on a mere 5.1 per cent of the total 
farmland, they raise 23 per cent of 


the fruit crop, 15 per cent of veg- 
etables and virtually all honey, 
rabbits, geese, ducks, and hard- - 
currency earning mink. 

The basic incentive in both cou- 
ntries is higher pufchaseprices for 
farm produce, though East Ger- 
many has increased retail price 
subsidies to absorb the impact on 
its consumers. 

In Czechoslovakia, there are 
the added incentives of tax exe- 
mption on profit from increased 
private production. 

In East Germany, tillers of the 
country’s 13 million allotments — 
a venerable institution dating back 
to the last century — may now sell 
directly to state retail shops, ins- 
tead of just to the state pro- 
curement agency. 

Before making these changes. 
East German and Czechoslovak 
officials gave careful study to 
Hungary’s mixed farming system, 
where some 2 million small far- 
mers and plotholdeis raise 70 per 
cent of the country’s potatoes, 
grow more, than half its fruit and 
vegetables and fatten 60 per cent 
of its pigs for slaughter. 

The big question is whether 
Soviet officials, who have given 
Hungary’s agriculture equally 
careful study, will draw equal ins- 
piration from its example — Fin- 
ancial Times news feature. 


Japan finalises plan 
to open up market 



FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, APRIL 0, 1985 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Sudden, startling and 
drastic actions in the morning should not be feared as 
they can shortly turn out very much to your benefit, 
especially if you control a feeling of independence. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Yon are highly inspired 
to gain the aims that could bring you many benefits, 
so get busy at such. 

• TAXJRUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) You understand bet- 
ter now how to improve relations with business 
associates and clients. Try to make your mate happy. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Look to an honest part- 
ner if you want your joint ventures to be more suc- 
cessful. Get into some dvic work. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Get right 
down to the tasks that await you since speed is required 
at this time. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) An unexpected invitation ex- 
tended to a good friend can bring pleasure. and will im- 
prove the relationship. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) There may be some 
special activity at home today, so be prepared for it, and 
it can be advantageous to you. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) If you are more direct 
with others in stating your aims, you get for better 
results now. See as many persons as you can. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) You get clever ideas 
how best to add greatly to your income, so put them in 
operation quickly. Be safe and you won’t be sorry. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Before you make 
that drastic change you have in mind, be sura it is what 
you really want. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Elevate your con- 
sciousness and be more imaginative by advanced studies 
and conversing with successful individuals. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Be your most 
■gregarious self today and see as many persons as you 
c an. You get a sudden, profitable idea. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Handle your outside af- 
fairs in a proven way and don’t go off on any tangents. 
Rest up in order to restore your energies. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
have an inquiring mind and will always be wanting to 
dash about looking into this and that. Give as fine an 
education as possible; Make sure that proper religious 
training is given early in life and that the diet is right. 


THE Daily Crossword by Louis Sabin 


ACROSS 
1 Use add 
artistically 
5 Parlor seats 
10 Open 

14 Kind of rubber 

15 — Cay 

16 — contendere 

17 US president 

18 Eastern prince 

20 towe college 

21 Aslan weight 

22 Actress Durbin 
24 Formal Ud 

26 Fruit ol the 
maple 

28 Off-center 
30 “Carmen" rote 
33 BuowWn ol old 
36 Wise, city 
38 Onassls 
38 Distant 

41 Chaney ol 
films 

42 Wanderer 

44 Carol yore 

45 Saws 

40 Capri Of Wight 
49 Utah at first 
51 Vend 
53 Romantic 
runaway 
55 Cruise 
58 Wishful one 
61 Guinness 

63 Reserved 

64 Medal behavior 

65 US president 

66 OwrhHIand- 
68 Detect in a 

way 

70 Sari wearer 

71 BJLword 

72 Schoolyard 
insult 

73 Chip In 

DOWN 

1 Solar-lunar 
time span 

2 No-no 

3 Move furtively 

4 FafstafTs 
buddy 

5 Lawmaker 

6 Story opener 

7 Court figures 


Indian unemployment 
rate reaches 12 Zo 

NEW DELHI (R) — India’s unemployment rate reached nearly 12 
percent at the end of last year when 23.5 million people were looking 
for jobs. Labour Minister T. Anjiah said Monday. 

He told parliament unemployment figures at government-run 
employment exchanges had swelled by 5.7 million in the past three 
' years. India's workforce is estimated at more than 200 million. 

Mr. Anjiah said an average of between 700,000 and 900,000 new 
jobs were created every year. Of the unemployed, at least 12J 
million had completed secondary school or university degree cou- 
rses. 

He also said the government had launched 240 prosecutions in the 
past three years against employers who did not pay their women 
workers equal wages. Women were entitled to equal wages under the 
equal remuneration act of 1976. 

Social and Women’s Welfare Minister Maragatham Cha- 
ndrasekhar told parliament the government had nearly finished a 
comprehensive report on women's employment, health, education 
and political participation. 

The Press Trust of India (PT1) reported that a meeting of officials 
from non-aligned countries on the status of women started in New 
Delhi Monday. 

It said the meeting would finalise an agenda for a ministerial-level 
conference to be opened by Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi on Wed- 
nesday. 

The conference will review developments during the United Nat- 
ion’s international decade for women 1975-85 and identify problem 
areas and plan strategy for women’s development until the year 
2000, PH added. 


Iran wants to boost 
trade with Gulf states 

DUBAI (R) — Iran will soon open a trade office in Dubai to promote 
exports to the Arab Gulf states, an Iranian official said Monday. 

Mr. S.M. Salili, vice-president of the Export Promotion Centre of 
Iran, told a press conference Iran wanted to boost agricultural, 
industrial and other non-oil exports. “We are trying to do so with 
more developed cooperation with Islamic countries, especially the 
friendly country of the United Arab Emirates (UAE),” he said. 

The UAE has a large community of Iranian merchants and close 
historical ties with Iran although it supports Iraq in the Gulf war. 
Bilateral trade in 1983 totalled roughly one billion dirhams ($272 
million), mostly in reexports of consumer goods from Dubai. 

Mr. Salili said the.opemng of the office was approved last week in 
talks here between Iranian Deputy Commerce Minister Khosro Taj 
and Dubai officials. 

The two sides also discussed ways of curbing dhow (wooden boat) 
smuggling between the two countries, he said. Mr. Salili is in Dubai 
with .an Iranian trade fair featuring 342 companies. 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s gov- 
ernment was Monday finalising a 
package of marketing-opening 
measures aimed at reducing trade 
disputes with the United States 
and other trading partners, gov- 
ernment sources said. 

But US. officials in Tokyo said 
doubt remained over whether the 
package, to be revealed Tuesday 
would quell rising anger in Con- 
gress over a U.S. trade deficit 
which reached $36.8 billion last 
year. 

Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nak- 
asone told ruling Liberal Dem- 
ocratic Party (LDP) leaders Sun- 
day that prospects for correcting 
the trade imbalance were dim as 
long as U.S. interest rates rem- 
ained high, Japanese newspapers 
reported. 

The daily Yomiuri said Mr. 
Nakasone would appeal to the 
Japanese people Tuesday to 
"share the pains’’ arising from 
market opening measures. 

Mr. Nakasone would warn that 
low grade goods would appear on 
the market because of me rel- 
axation of standards previously 
required of imported goods, the 
paper said. 

Government officials declined 
to comment on the exact contents 
of the package, which is based on 
recommendations by a private 
advisory committee set up in Dec- 


ember. 

Japanese press reports said it 
would include and “action pro- 
gramme” of medium-and long- 
term market opening measures to 
be worked out by November. 

The package is also expected to 
incorporate the results of U.S.- 
Japanese talks on greater access 
for American goods in the sectors 
of telecommunications, forest 
products, electronics and drugs 
and medical equipment. 

The Japanese press has rep- 
orted the package would include a 
pledge io lower tariffs on forestry 
products within three years and 
remove tariffs on imported ind- 
ustrial products over a three-year 
period beginning next April. 

Senate Finance Committee 
Chairman Bob Packwood said 
Sunday Congress would not be 
satisfied with measures which fell 
short of the immediate eli- 
mination of trade barriers. 

Last week Packwood' s com- 
mittee backed a bill giving Pre- 
sident Reagan 90 days to neg- 
otiate greater access io Japan's 
markets or impose quotas or tar- 
iffs on its goods. 

Last month Trade Minister Kei- 
jiro Murata said that Japan's car 
firms will continue export res- 
traint for a fifth year in the fin- 
ancial year beginning April 1 . 


Egypt adopts new 
exchange formula 

CAIRO (R) — The Egyptian government has scr- 
apped a set of recent measures relating to foreign 
exchange and import financing and alternative pro- 
cedures are to go into force Monday, Finance Min- 
ister Sultan Abu Ali said. 


■t 

The announcement was made* 
after the heads of public sector 
and joint venture banks met Prime 
Minister Kamal Hassan Ali Sun- 
day to discuss the new measures. 

Under the new measures, banks 
will be able to open letters of cre- 
dit in either hard or local currency 
and have the freedom to use free 
accounts to finance imports. 

Foreign banks will therefore no 
longer have to open letters of cre- 
dit through hard cuirency acc- 
ounts at one of the public sector 
, banks. 

Also cancelled is a previous sti- 
pulation that banks should tra- 
nsfer 25 per cent of their foreign 
currency earnings to the central 
bank. They will now have the fre- 
edom to use the funds to finance 
imports without the transfer of 
currency. 

The statement said raw mat- 
erials and industrial spare parts 
would no longer be on the import 
rationalisation list. 

The old laws, passed in January, 
included a floating dollar exc- 
hange rate, a stipulation that let- 


ters of credit be opened in Egy- 
ptian pounds and stricter rat- 
ionalisation of imports. 

Bankers complained they were 
losing business because of the laws 
and a decline in foreign currency 
earnings. Foreign banks in Egypt 
are not licenced to deal in .local 
currency and therefore could no 
longer finance imports. 

The statement said under the 
new measures an ad hoc central 
bank committee, which met daily 
to set the floating rate, will be rep- 
laced by an advisory' committee to 
determine the exchange rate on a 
“realistic'' basic. 

The old laws were aimed at cha- 
nneling more foreign currency 
into the legal banking system by 
offering a competitive dollar exc- 
hange rate and stifle a booming 
black market that was attracting a 
big chunk of remittances from 
expatriate workers. 

But bankers said the black mar- 
ket was still thriving because of 
loopholes in the system and dem- 
anded a unified exchange rate to 
replace the multi-tiered order. 


China tipped to alter face of world trade 


LONDON — China looks set. to 
emerge as a significant export 
force by the end of the decade, 
offsetting its all ure as a potentially 
vast market. 

A fundamental shift in eco- 
nomic policy since 1980 aimed at 
boosting growth and increasing 
the volume of trade has already 
had a marked effect and some of 
China's competitors are beginning 
io feel the pinch. 

If the present outward-looking 
policies continue, according to 
some recent studies. Chinese pen- 
etration of world markets could 
crowd out rivals, force prices 
downwards and create pro- 
tectionist demands by the end of 
the decade. 

This is already beginning to 
happen. 

Thailand, for example, is fin- 
ding its grip on its traditional mar- 
kets for food — maize and rice — 
being loosened by China, -which 
offers lower prices and better qua- 
lity. 

India is under pressure from 
China in some of its Western mar- 
kets for cheap cotton fabrics, yarn 
and, in the Third World, light eng- 
ineering goods. 

Malaysia and Singapore are 
expressing private concern at 
China’s potential challenge to 
their export of electronics, and 
clothing. Even Asia's stars — 
Taiwan and South Korea — are 
looking nervously over their sho- 
ulders. 

China's comparative advantage 
as a low-cost, labour-intensive 
producer is beginning to erode 
their competitive edge as their 
own costs rise. The recent row 
between the U.S. and China over 


Washington's unilateral imp- 
osition of quotas on Chinese tex- 
tile imports is another case in 
point. 

China’s share of total world 
trade remains small, certainly by 
comparison to the country’s size, 
population and resources. As an 
exporter it ranks alongside Spain 
and Singapore. 

However, this small share — 
just over one per cent — conceals 
some important changes which 
could lead to sustained growth in 
China's contribution to world 
trade. 

A recent study by the Research 
School of Pacific Studies at the 
Australian University in Adelaide 
suggests that China's share of 
world trade could double by 1990. 

The report, pan of a series of 
studies on the Chinese economy 
by the university, pinpoints tex- 
tiles, floor coverings, clothing and 
footwear as the areas in which 
Chinese exoports are likely to 
have a major impact. 

Other sources identify arms 
sales as a potential raoneyspinner 
for China. These are said to have 
risen from virtually nothing in 
1981 to $1.5 billion in 1983. 
China's oil exports have also risen 
steadily as production increases. 

The authors of the Australian 
report admit that some of their 
conclusions are tenuous since they 
are based on the uncertain ass- 
umption of continued political 
stability and sustained economic 
growth in China. Their detailed 
analysis of the growth of China’s 
trade patterns nevertheless points 
to some interesting and, for Pek- 
ing’s competitors, worrying trends 
even allowing for the inaccuracy 
of Chinese figures. 

Chinese exports grew at 20 per 


cent per year (imports at 18 per 
cent) in nominal terms between 
1976 and 1983, more than double 
the annual rate of growth in world 
trade. The ratio of exports to nat- 
ional income rose from 5.6 per* 
cent to 9.6 per cent in the same 
period, according to the report. 

The recent surge in Chinese 
trade was marked by the increase 
in its dealing with Japan in 1984. 
Two-way trade between the two 
countries totalled $13.16 billion 
last year against $10.3 billion the 
previous year. 

Huge jumps in Chinese imports 
of Japanese goods (steel, cars and 
TV sets) were matched by inc- 
reases in China’s exports to Japan 
of textiles, food and crude oil 
which alone accounted for $2.3 
billion. 

Across the Pacific, the National 
Council for U.S. -China Trade said 
recently that two-way trade will 
increase by $1 billion this year to 
reach $7 billion. 

In its report the school pos- 
tulates that, were China to sustain 
its production and growth targets 
of 7 per cent a year, its share of 
world markets would range from 
over 6 per cent in footwear to 28 
per cent in non-conon textiles bv 
1990. 

China's world share in the silk 
trade of 75 per cent in 1980 
would, says the report, soar to 100 
per cent as the market contracts at 
7 per cent a year by the end of the 
decade. 

The report also forecasts a ten- 
fold increase in China's share of 
world trade in textile yam and thr- 
ead, even allowing for a rea- 
sonable margin of error. 

The report draws interesting 
conclusions from the recent agr- 


eement between China and the 
U.K. in which the British colony 
will become a special adm- 
inistrative region of the mainland 
in 1997. 

"The addition of Hong Kong 
(already) makes a significant dif- 
ference to the shares, particularly 
for unskilled labour-intensive 
goods (originating in China), into 
Australia, the U25. and the six- 
nation Association of South East 
Asian Nations," says the report. 

Excluding Hong Kong the most 
important destination countries 
for Chinese goods are the U.S. and 
Japan, followed by Australia, Sin- 
gapore and Indonesia. 

In Europe China's chief targets 
are France, Italy and Germany. 

The report identifies Japan. 
South Korea and Taiwan as 
China's major competitors in clo- 
thing and textiles and South 
Korea, Taiwan. Italy and the U.S. 
in footwear. 

It forecasts a change in the exp- 
ort patterns of China’s Pacific riv- 
als — Japan, South Korea and 
Taiwan — away from light man- 
ufactured goods as these countries 
shifi towards more sophisticated, 
capital intensive exports. China 
says the report, will fill the gap. 

How much of this proves cor- 
rect depends largely on China's 
success in pushing through its pre- 
sent economic reforms and mai- 
ntaining political stability to att- 
ract foreign investment and 
know-how. 

It seems likely, however, that 
the days when China was a mere 
shadow on the world export scene 
are over — Financial Times news 
feature. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 




Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 


fi)l98s Tutwne uwu Swwm. Inc. 
All Rights Rnwwd 


B Completely 
S Attestor 
Morpheus 

10 Tuilcehy 

11 US president 

12 King ol comedy 

13 Cotumntet 
■ Barrett 

18 Type face: abbr. 

23 Consumed 
25 Headpiece lor 
“The Saint" 

27 Chemical 
compounds 
29 Tecta 

31 Nuncupative 

32 Safly of apace 

33 Wit 

34 To shelter 

35 US president 
37 Machine part 

40 Danish island 50 ignores 

group 52 — Ness 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


UIJUL1 UUUQCI UIUOB 
mua aiiunu amain 
amcHji aaaatJ uaoia 
□HiL3 BULJHDHI3UU3B 
DuamBLiH aua 
uuuh auauauan 
ciuHHH Hmuua nan 

ULHJU □HUUU HHUlil 
□HD DLJUUU HHUUD 
LHJDUBIiaS HUiUB 
HDD □HDODHQJ 

HODBaiiaDHaa uaa 

□ODD BHDOD ULICUJ 
UUCJ0 BEUJUU EHOldU 
LJLJDU 00QBD HEJQa 


4350c* 

46 Pushdown 

47 Threescore 
and ten 


52— Ness 
54 Scratches out 
58 Egyptian dam 
57 city on the - 
Lya 


58 Eagle's home 

59 Lcetentflctaie 

60 At hand 

62 Camera part 

66 on parte.” 

67 — pro nobis 



My boss's idea! He says I need to be 
more aggressive!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
s by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 



WAS THE CLAM 
PI&GEK THIS*?* 

L. i 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow} 

Yestertaysl JumUB5: BASlS PEACE NUTRIA* AMOEBA 
I Answer, what the poorest waiters In some 
restaurants are— CUSTOMERS 
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S . deployment unaffected 



Soviet missile freeze 


SANTA BARBARA, California (R) — The Reagan 
administration says deployment of U.S. nuclear mis- 
siles in Western Europe will continue despite a tem- 
porary Soviet freeze on medium-range weapons. 


White House Spokesman Larry 

Mos- 


Speakes said Moscow already 
enjoyed a lopsided 10 to one adv- 
antage in intermediate nuclear 
forces and called the proposal by 
new Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev another attempt to freeze 
the advantage in place. 

“The proposal for a mor- 
atorium seems to revive prior Sov- 
iet efforts designed to freeze in 
place their considerable adv- 
antage ... it is not going to int- 
errupt U.S. deployment." he said 
Sunday. 

Mr. Gorbachev, in an interview 
with Pravda, said Moscow would 
freeze deployment of medium- 
range missiles in Europe until. 
November and expressed hope 
that the United States would fol- 
low suit. 

But Mr. Speakes said the adm- 
inistration rejected any Soviet 
overture requiring Washington to 
cease deployment of 572 
Pershing-2 and cruise missiles in 
Western Europe under a 1978 
North Atlantic Treaty Org- 


anisation (NATO) agreement. 

West Germany, Italy, Britain 
and Belgium have begun to rec- 
eive the" single-warhead nuclear 
weapons. The Netherlands has not 
yet announced a decision. 


U.S. officials said the Soviet 
Union had deployed about 415 
triple-warhead SS 20s, one third 
aimed at Asia and two thirds tar- 
geted on Western Europe. It put 
SS 21s and SS 22s in cast Ger- 
many and Czechoslovakia in res- 
ponse to deployment of cruise and 
Pershing-2 missiles in Western 
Europe in November 1983. 

-We believe the most pressing 
need is to achieve significant red- 
uctions and that this can be done 
in talks in Geneva," Mr. Speakes 
said. 


President Reagan believes the 
United States and the Soviet 
Union can negotiate reductions in 
the talks which resumed on March 
12 after a 1 5- month break, he 
said. 

"The president calls on the Sov- 


iet Union to join in this effort,” 
Mr. Speakes added. 

While the Reagan adm- 
inistration saw little or nothing 
new in Mr. Gorbachev’s proposal, 
officials declined to describe it as a 
propaganda offensive as has been 
done in the past. 

"I think it remains to be seen as 
to whether this will be followed up 
by other type things.” Mr. Spe- 
akes said. 

Mr. Gorbachev, in the int- 
erview, also responded positively 
to the priodpie of a summit mee- 
ting with Mr. Reagan, but Mr. 
Speakes said his remarks had not 
moved the process forward. 

"The summit aspects of the int- 
erview have been basically what 
we have said. We both expressed a 
desire to have a summit and we 
have not yet agreed when and 
where the meeting will take 
place.” 

At this time, there were no talks 
between Soviet and U.S. officials 
on a framework or arrangement 
for a summit, Mr. Speakes added. 

Mr. Gorbachev's interview, 
which appeared in Pravda Mon- 
day, was broadcast and published 
in advance Sunday. 

The Kre mlin chief, 54, said 
Moscow’s freeze on its medium- 


range missiles deployment and 
other measures taken in Europe in 
response to the installation of U .S . 
cruise and Pe rshing -2 rockets on 
the continent would start from 
Sunday. 

The fate of the moratorium 
after November would depend on 
the U.S. response, said Mr. Gor- 
bachev, who replaced the late 
Konstantin Chernenko as party 
leader on March 11. 


It was the appearance of U.S. 
cruise and Pershing-2 missiles in 
Western Europe in November 
1983 which led Moscow to take 
retaliatory measures. It put new 
missiles in East Germany and 
Czechoslovakia, stationed 
nuclear-armed submarines of the 
U.S. coast and introduced long- 
range bombers. 

Mr. Gorbachev made dear the 
freeze applied only to measures in 
Europe, presumably excluding 
submarines and perhaps bombers. 

"We are for honest dialogue. 
We are prepared to demonstrate 
our good will again,” Mr. Gor- 
bachev said. 

Late Soviet leader Leonid Bre- 
zhnev offered a similar freeze on 
some Soviet missiles in March 
1982 but the U.S. rejected it 





France paves way for 
better ties with Seoul 


SEOUL (R) — France paved the 
way for better relations with South 
Korea by pledging Monday not to 
recognise Communist North 
Korea without Seoul's consent, 
officials said. 

French Prime Minister Laurent 
Fabius told South Korean Prime 
Minister Lho Shin-Yong that the 
renaming of North Korea's trade 
mission in Paris as a general del- 
egation had no diplomatic sig- 
nificance. 

It was simply an administrative 
action reflecting the mission's 
wider role, he said. 

The change last December cau- 
sed a diplomatic row, but officials 
described the atmosphere at a 


lunch for Mr. Fabius giveu by Pre- 
sident Chun Doo Hwan Monday 
as very cordial and said the rift 
betweeen the two countries app- 
eared to have been healed. 

French Foreign Trade Minister 
Edith Cresson told reporters 
Monday morning that both cou- 
ntries had an interest in resuming 
normal trade relations. 

She said the first sign this was 
happening came when she met the 
chairman of the Pobang Steel 
Company (POSCO) to discuss a 
possible French contract. 

Air Liquide of France is already 
working on the first stage on an 
oxygen production plant at 
POSCO's east coast steel complex 


Kampuchean rebels fight 
back at Nong Chan base 


BANGKOK (R) — Vietnamese 
troops Monday held off a Kam- 
puchean guerrilla counter-attack 
inside the guerrillas' Nong Chan 
base in Western Kampuchea, the 
Thai military said. 

Deuputy Thai border force 
commander Col. Chetha Tha- 
najaro told Reuters by telephone 
that Nong Chan was not yet fully 
under the control of the Vie- 
tnamese. who seized most of it 
Sunday. 

But the few hundred Khmer 
People's National Liberation 
Front (KPNLF) guerrillas def- 
ending the camp, which hugs the 
frontier with Thailand about 250 
kilometres east of here, had been 
pushed back to the border. 

The guerrilla counter-attack 
aimed at killing Vietnamese rat- 
her than retaking the camp. Col. 
Chetha said. 

Six guerrillas were killed and 
about 15 badly wounded in Sun- 
day's Vietnamese assault, he 
added. 

The sprawling camp was once a 
main base for KPNLF operations 
as well as a centre for smuggling 
goods into Kampuchea. 


ft housed about 22,000 civilians 
and several thousand guerrillas 
'until Vietnamese troops first ove- 
rran the camp in November. 

Guerrillas reoccupied the base 
one month later but surrounding 
Vietnamese units had limited their 
activity and black market trade, 
KPNLF sources said. 

Col. Chetha predicted Vie- 
tnamese forces would soon strike 
at KPNLF remnants at Nong 
Samet Camp, about 30 kilometres 
north east of Nong Chan, as pan 
of Hanoi's plan to seal the 700 
kilometre long border to guerrillas 
supplied from Thailand. 

Nong Samet — also known as 
Rithisen — was partially overrun 
by a Vietnamese .assault on Chr- 
istmas Day. 

Col. Chetha also said be bel- 
ieved Vietnamese troops would 
remain along the border to stop 
guerrilla infiltration after the rainy 
“season begins in May or June. 

Vietnam's dry seasoa offensive 
launched in November smashed 
ail the border bases of the noa- 
Communist KPNLF and National 
Sihanoukian Army (ANS) and the 
Peking-backed Khmer Rouge. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOHCT 
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BREAK THE RULES 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
4 K 102 
OAK85 
04 

4 J 10 874 

WEST EAST 

+ Q653 4J74 

<TQ4 »J1093 

0 KJ763 0 A 1092 


*32 


*65 

SOUTH 
♦ A98 
T 762 
OQ85 
+ AKQ9 


Tbe bidding: 



Saudi 

West 

North 

East 

1 * 

Pan 

1 

Pan 

INT 

Pus 

3 * 

Pan 

3 <9 

Pass 

3 NT 

Paas 

PlM 

Pan 



Opening lead: Six of 0 . 



None of the rules for the play of 
the hand are inviolate. AD are sub- 
ject tc expediency. East learned, 
this lesson the bard way on this deal- 
from a team match. 

At both tables tbe final contract 
was three no trump. Note that 
South probed for a major-suit con- 
tract rather than just settle for the 
no trump game after North had 
shown a distributional hand. Three 
no trump might not be the world's 
best contract, but no other game 


was much better — two rounds of 
diamonds would give declarer no 
chance at four hearts, and five clubs 
depends largely on a 3-3 heart 
break. 

At both tables the opening lead 
was West’s (ourth-best diamond. 
Both Easts won the ace, but here 
their paths diverged. The standard 
way to show that you started with 
four cards in the suit led by partner 
is to return your lowest card in the 
suit, so one Cast dutifully returned 
the two of diamonds. 

Declarer’s only legitimate hope is 
to rise with tbe queen and hope that 
East held the king .as well as the 
ace. However, declarer made the 
technically inferior play of the eight 
and struck gold. West won the jack 
and played tbe lung to fell the 
queen, but East was forced to win 
the fourth diamond. Declarer made 
tbe rest of tbe tricks as West's fifth 
diamond withered on tbe vine. 

* At the other table East decided, 
that it really made very little dif- 
ference whether West thought he 
had three or four diamonds. He 
realized that his 10-9 in tbe suit 
represented a possible block, so at 
trick two he returned tbe 10 of 
diamonds. Now the defenders were 
guaranteed five tricks in the suit 
regardless of what declarer opted 
to do at trick two. 


Chun, Reagan to hold 
talks in U.S. this month 


SEOUL (R) — South Korean 
President Chun Doo Hwan will 
visit Washington from April 
25-27 for t alks with President 
Reagan on international issues 
and the expansion of trade, Wes- 
tern diplomats said Monday. 

An official announcement on 
the visit, Mr. Chun's second to the 
United States, was expected Tue- 
sday. 

Mr. Chun will leave on April 24 
and visit Honolulu and Los Ang- 
eles before holding two rounds of 
working sessions with Mr. Reagan 
in Washington, the diplomats said. 

Mr. Chun was the first foreign 
leader to visit Washington after 
Mr. Reagan took office in 1981. 
Mr. Reagan visited South Korea 
in 1983. 

Relations are good between the 
two allies, but Mr. Chun and his 
delegation are expected to bring 
up the issue of the U.S. sale of 87 
helicopters to North Korea thr- 
ough third countries. Soul has cal- 
led for sanctions against the firms 
concerned. 


Washington told Seoul last 
month it was ready for talks on 
. how to prevent major materials or 
technology entering North Korea 
in future.' 

North and South Korea fought a 
three-year war ending in 1953 and 
Mr . Chun is expected to .discuss 
what South Korea regards as a 
continuing threat by Pyongyang to 
take the South by force. 

More than 40,000 U.S. troops 
are stationed in South Korea and 
U^. -South Korean military exe- 
rcises are due to end thk month. 

Diplomats said Mr. Chun and 
Reagan would discuss the sit- 
uation on the Korean peninsula 
and Red Cross and trade talks 
between North and South Korea 
due to resume later this month and 
May:*" 

The other differences between 
the VS. and South Korea concern 
a simmering trade dispute in 
which Seoul accuses Washington 
of raising unnecessary barriers 
'against its products such as col- 
oured television sets. 


RIFAI RECEIVES OMANI MINISTER: 

Prime Minister Zaid AI RifSai (right) confers in his 
office Monday with Omani Minister of National 
Heritage Faisal On All (centre) who is currently on a 


tn Jordan. Thcnwet iug was attended by Omani 
Ambassador to Jordan Abdnffah Sa’id (left) — j 
Petra photo. 


Howe starts visit , to E. Germany 


EAST BERLIN (R) — Sir Geo- 
ffrey Howe arrived in East Ger- 
many Monday at the start of a 
three-nation tour aimed at imp- 
roving ties with smaller Soviet 
Bloc states. 

Sir Geoffrey, making the first 
visit to East Berlin by a British 
foreign secretary, was met at the 
airport by Foreign Minister Oskar 
Fischer. 

The two-day visit to East Ger- 
many is expected to focus on bil- 
ateral issues including, on East- 
West efforts at arms reductioiLthe 
Soviet Union’s offer this weekend 
to freeze its deployment of. 
medium-range missiles in Europe 
until November. 

Trade issues will also be raised. 
Sir Geoffrey will have talks with 
East German leader Erich Hon- 
ecker and Foreign Minister Oskar 
Fischer before continuing to Cze- 
- chosk>valria and Poland. 

Mr. Fischer, recently returned 
from a visit to Portugal, told Reu- 
ters in an interview he considered 


Sir Geoffrey’s visit, the latest in a 
series of high-level contacts bet- 
ween London and East Berlin, 
"timely and significant”. 

"Dialogue on ending the arms 
race ... is indispensable. This res-' 
ponsibility is borne by all pol- 
iticians, especially if they belong 
to different alliances," he said. 

East Berlin stressed the imp- 
ortance of smaller states in 


East- West dialogue last year dur- 
ing a period of silence between 


Moscow and Washington. Mr. 
Henecker m aintain ed contacts 
with several NATO countries, 
hosting visits by Italian and Greek 
leaders. * 

This week’s talks and Friday’s 
announcement of a visit by Mr. 
Honecker to Italy later this month 
indicate East Berlin still values 
these contacts despite this year’s 
resumption of Geneva nuclear 
arms talks between the U.S. and 
the Soviet Union. 

• Sir Geoffrey believes closer 
contacts with smaller Warsaw Pact 


nations are a good way of relaying 
policy to the Kremlin. 

Western diplomats said East 
German officials privately wel- 
comed Sir Geoffrey's recent 
comments expressing doubts 
about President Reagan's plans 
for a space-based defence system. 

The official press made few ref- 
erences to his speech. But the dip- 
lomats said the East German aut- 
horities were probably wary of 
possible Weston accusations that 
they sought to stir debate inside 
the alliance. 

"Both rides recognise limits of 
their influence wi thin their res- 
pective alliances and don’t aim to 
shake the world. But they both 
advocate a more active role for 
s mall er countries in key issues,” 
one senior Western diplomat said. 

The limits of Mr. Honecker 1 s 
role were demonstrated last aut- 
umn when a Soviet press cam- 
paign against Bonn ended in can- 
cellation of a planned visit to West 
Germany. 


U.K. cool on Moscow’s missile freeze 


LONDON (R) — Britain said 
Monday the new Soviet freeze on 


medium-range missile den- 
ial 


loymeats in Europe did not go far 
enough to justify a comparable 
gesture from the West. 

The Foreign Office said it would 
study the Soviet move but added 
that a freeze at present force levels 
would mean a very significant 
imbalance in favour of the Soviet 
Union. 

British officials saw the Soviet 
move as an attempt to put pre- 
ssure on the NATO alliance and 
particularly on the Netherlands, 


which has still to make its final 
decision on whether to deploy 
intermediate-range missiles. 

NATO allies were seeking a 
balanced and verifiable agr- 
eement on tbe reduction or the 
complete removal of such wea- 
pons from Europe, a Foreign Off- 
ice statement said. 

"Our deployments can be hal- 
ted or reversed whenever such 
agreement warrants this, but die 
Soviet Union currently has many 
hundreds of SS-20 warheads tar- 
geted on Western Europe and an 
immediate freeze on Soviet dep- 


loyments would still leave them 
with a very heavy imbalance in 
their favour.” 

Britain was the first of the 
• NATO allies to deploy U.S. cruise 
missiles. 

British officials said they bel- 
ieved the Soviet Union was trying 
to influence the Dutch decision on 
whether to join the NATO cruise- 
and Pershing-2 missile dep- 
loyment programme. 

They noted that the freeze ann- 
ounced Sunday by Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev was due to last 
until November. 


U.S. shuttle Discovery lifts off Friday 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Honda 
(AP) — The space shuttle Dis- 
covery, with U.S. Senator Jake 
Gam in the crew as a con- 
gressional observer, is set to lift off 
Friday, igniting the busiest month 
of the shuttle era. 

The launch is to be followed by 
the arrival here of Atlantis. the 
fourth and last shuttle, carried 
from California atop a Boeing 747 
jetliner. Two days after that, die 
shuttle Challenger will roll to the 
launch pad. 

Discovery is to fly a five-day 
mission and land here on April 17. 
Twelve days later, on April 29, 
Challenger is to blaze into space 
for a seven-day journey with a 
European -built space laboratory. 

The National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA) 
hopes to achieve this tight sch- 
edule without a hitch, to move 
toward its long-sought goal of lau- 
nching at least one shuttle a 
month. 

On Friday, NASA released a 
revised shuttle launch schedule 


which lists 41 flights through the 
end of 1987. That includes nine 


more flights this year, 15 in 1986 
and 17 in 1987. 


Tbe addition of Atlantis to the 
fleet and Columbia’s return to 
flight status this summer after a 
long overhaul, plus two new shu- 
ttle launch pads, will enable the 
agency to meet the accelerated 
schedule. By early next year, a 
second pad will be ready here and 
another will be completed at Van- 
den berg Air Force Base, Cal- 
ifornia. 

But NASA’s best laid plans 
often get waylaid. Sen. Gam’s 
flight, which has been postponed 
five times, is a good example. 

Six of the seven members of the 
original Gam crew, commanded 
*by Astronaut Karol Bobko, were* 
named to fly the new missi on. 
French astronaut Patrick Baudry 
'was dropped. in favour of Charles 
Walker because a drug-processing 
machine Walker will operate alr- 
eady had beem installed in Dis-. 


covery’s cabin. With the machine 
in place, there Was no room for 
Baudry' s medical experiments, so 
be was reassigned to a June flight. 

The other crew members are 
pilot Donald Williams and mission 
specialists Margaret Rhea Sed- 
don, David Griggs and Jeffrey 
Hoffman. 


They are to release two com- 
munications satellites, including 
one leased to the U.S. Defence 

it. 

u Gam, a Utah Republican, 
chairs a Senate subcommittee that 
oversees space agency funding. 
He long had sought a shuttle trip 
so he could observe bow NASA 
operates, and volunteered to do 
any task NASA assigned him. 

Flight surgeons developed ext- 
ensive tests to measure his body 
functions during launch and re- 
entry and to determine bow well 
he adapts to weightlessness. On 
launch, for example, he will wear 
five sensors on his head, four on 
his stomach and three on his chest. 


Mondale outlines 1984 campaign mistakes 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Walter 
Mondale, looking bade on his lan- 
dslide defeat to Ronald Reagan in 
the 1984 presidential election, 
said Sunday he made a basic error 
in presenting his case to Ame- 
ricans by failing to emphasise the 
positive side of his message. 

"They heard opportunity from 
the (Republican) side, they didn't 
hear it from me,” the former 
Democratic presidential nominee 
said in an interview on the Ame- 
rican television network NBCs 
“Meet the Press.” 

It was Mr. Mondale's first app- 
earance in an national forum since 
the November election in which 
Mr. Reagan carried 49 states for 
one of the most lopsided re- 
election victories in American his- 
tory. Mr. Mondale carried only his 
home state of Minnesota and the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. Mondale said he continues 
to believe "I was essentially cor- 
rect on the fundamental issues.” 
but, he added that he was no 
match for Mr. Reagan when it 
came to communicating with the 
American people. . 

“The feet of the matter is, Pre- 
sident Reagan’s ability to com- 
.municate : even .things that I . 


think are demonstrably not acc- 
urate — verges on genius,” said 
Mr. Mondale. “I don’t think any- 
body accused me of the same cap- 
ability.” 

In the future, be said the Dem- 
ocrats “must find a candidate who, 
in addition to being right on the 
issues and station them correctly, 
can master this modem challenge 
of communication in this huge 
country of ours.” 

Mr. Mondale also criticised Mr. 
Reagan for agreeing with Senate 
Republicans to a budget com- 


promise that would cut 2 per cent 
from *' " ,! 


the cost of living increase to 
le 

ie'said Mr.. Reagan 
“backed off his commitment” - 
made during the campaign not to 
tamper with social security. 


Asked about the Republican 
contention that Mr. Reagan’s 
commitment did not apply to tbe 
cost of living increases, Mr. Mon- 
dale replied, “that won’t wash and 
the record won’t sustain that at 
all." 

Mr. Mondale disagreed with 
analysts who contend he was par- 
ticularly hurt by a perception he 
was too -closely tied to special int- ■ 


erest groups such as organised 
labour, teachers and feminists. 

“I don’t believe that was tbe 
essential problem,” he said. “My 
approach was above all a com- 
mitment to the public interest and 
not to the special interests. But 
T m not sure that’s the way it app- 
eared to the American people.” 

He said that “where I think I 
fundamentally mishandled my 
case to the American people is 
that J dwelt unduly on the pro- 
blems, the solution to the pro- 
blems, the penalty and the sac- 
rifice surrounding it and not eno- 
ugh on what my real point was, 
that we had to do these things in 
order to move confidently into (he 
future, to have tbe change that was 
essential and to have the jots, the 
home, the opportunity, the exp- 
anded prosperity that was nec- 
essary. 


‘I do not think; I emphasised the 
I should." Mr. 


positive the way 
Mondale said there was no chance 
he would run for public office 
again. 

“I intend to speak out, I intend 
to write, I intend to be a com- 
mitted working Democrat,” he 
added. 


Chinese Parliament debates 
controversial inheritance law 


PEKING (R) — Controversy has 
broken out in China's legislature 
over details of a new law on inh- 
eriting property, the New China 
News Agency said Monday. 

The National People’s Congress 
(NPC) is due to pass the law, 
which legislators say it will gua- 
rantee stronger property rights for 
women, during its current annual 
session. 

The law underpins China’s new 
profit-oriented economic reforms. 
It will formally allow people to* 
pass on more of what they earn, . 
giving them a greater incentive to 1 
compete and work hard. 

One clause stipulates that when 
one of a couple dies, only half of 
the property they jointly owned 
will go to the surviving spouse. 
The other half will go to relatives. 

But some NPC members argue 
that all the property should go to 
the surviving spouse until he or 
she dies, the agency said. 


The NPC always passes gov- 
ernment measures, but members 
are now encouraged to express 
'.their views on details of how the 
Communist leadership’s policies 
. should be carried out 

Delegate Li Deshea argued that 
while half of the joint property 
belonged to die surviving spouse, 

the rest should be used to support 

the parents and children of the, 
deceased. ■ 

The NPC law committee has 
now agreed that the draft clause 
should be retained, NCNA said. 

China is only now evolving a full 
legal structure instead of leaving 
most issues to the arbitrary dec- 
isions of Communist officials. 

The inheritance law has become 
an urgent issue because, instead of 
pooling the fruits of their labour, 
peasants and small businesses can 
now seek wealth and even acquire 
tools and other means of pro- 
duction. 


Pakistani opposition leader 
freed from house arrest 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Gh ulam 
Mustafa Jatoi, one of Pakistan's 
leading opposition politicians, has 
been freed from almost two 
months of hosue arrest meant to 
•muzzle critics of die government 
during February’s general ele- 
ctions. 


Mr. Jatoi, until recently acting 


head of the Pakistan People’s 
Party (PPP), told Reuters by tel- 
ephone that police guards were 
taken away from his Karachi 
house late Sunday night 

“It is too early to say anything," 
he said wher^asked about his pal- 
ans. "I must first contact my col- 
leagues in my party and in foe 
MRD.” 

Mr. Jatoi and almost all other 
leaders of the MRD — the 
osrtion Movement for the 
toration of Democracy — were 
put under bouse arrest daring the 
week befor the elections which the 
MRD boycotted. Tbe others have 
already beat freed. . 

Among questions now faring 
Mr. Jatoi and other MRD 1 cades 
is whether they made a tactical 
mistake by boycotting foe polls, 
since foe focus of political activity 
has moved into foe first elected 


parliament since martial law Pre- 
sident Mohammad Zia U1 Haq 
seized power in 1977. ' 

Mr. Jatoi was known to be con- 
sidering naming in the elections 
and was even tipped as a possible 
prime minister in the new gov- ■ 
eminent. That post was given by 
Gen. Zia to another civilian, 
Mohammad Khan Junejo. 

Mr. Jatoi declined to talk about 
his relations with the PPP, which 
exiled party leader Benazir Bhu- 
tto organised last week to make 
retired Gen. Tikka Khan 
secretary-general. Mr. Jatoi,;f6r- 
meriy acting party heal in Pak- 
istan, was simply named' as a 
member of foe central executive 
committee.. 

. fakistam newspapers havespe- 
oulated that Mr. Jatoi would soon 
fly to London to meet Bhutto 
daughter of party- founder akd 
former Prime Minister Znlfi^ r 
AuBhutto, todiscuss the changes. 

The politician also declined to 
fomnent on an unexplained rob- 
bery m his house last month until 
he had more details on how rai- 
ders broke m despite foe round- 
thjHdock police guard outside. . 

It is a great mystery ” he said. 


12.3 millio n live 
in Indian slums 



new DELHI (R) — About 12. J* 
million people live in slums in * 
India’s 12 major dues. Works and , 
Housing Minister Abdul Ghafoor- 
said Monday. "The government 
recognises the present state of * 

•housing shortage," he told par- . 

] iamenL Mr. Ghafoor said slum 
improvement was part of an urban ’ 
development programme fin- 
anced by loans from the World . 
Bank and its affiliate, the Int- 
ernational Development Ass-* 
odation. He added that gov- 
ernment plans to improve foe live* 
of the urban poor induded prol 


vision of dean water, street 

ana 


htigg, community baforoonjs — 
lavatories, the laying of drains and 
sewerage pipes and foe paving of 
dirt roads. 


U.K. church argues 
over resurrection 


LONDON (AP) — The Arc- 
hbishop of Canterbury reaffirmed 
the Anglic an Church’s belief in 
the resurrection of Jesus in an Eas- , 

ter Sunday sermon as one of his 
bishops again said there is no- 
proof that Christ rose from the 
dead . At services around the cou- 
ntry, clergymen of the' Church cf| 
England backed Archbishop 
Robert Runde in rebutting the . 
doubts cast on the resurreettan 
story by Bishop of Durham David 
Jenkins. Preaching in Canterbury 
Cathedral, the archbishop said ‘ 
that the gospel stories were based 7- 
on "first-hand memory and firm 
tradition. They were events sure 
enough-” But Bishop Jenkins, ~ 
whose resignation has been dem- 
anded by two fellow prelates, dec- 
lared in his sermon in Durham 
Cathedral that although his belief 
in the resurrection is “ove- 
rwhelming," there is no proof of iL !' 

Bishop Jenkins also told television * 
interviewer David Frost that tho£ 
disciples could have stolen Jesus’s ‘ i 
body from the tomb after his cru- 
cifixion. ’Tm certain Jesus came 
back from foe dead, built up by the 
impact he made on foe minds of 
people,” Jenkins said. “ It’s not foe 
tomb I trust in but tbe people. 
Miracles have to be perceived by 
people — they bear foe witness. 

The stories don’t always tie tog- 
ether because they were written 
down 40 to 50 years after the 
event.” 


U.S. crime figures 
show improvement 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Violent 
crime in the United States showed 
no letup last year, even though 
overall crime fell by 425 per cent 
and household burglaries and lar- 
cenies were at record low levels, 
the U.S. Justice Department says. 
The Bureau of Justice Statistics, ' 
released preliminary figures for 
1984 based on the National Crime 
Survey. The rate of violent crimes 
such as rape, robbery and assault 
“7 31 per 1,000 people — rem- 
ained essentially unchanged over 
foe year, the bureau said. The sur- 
vey measures crimes that gp unr- 
eported to police, as well as those 
reported. Among the findings' 
based on the preliminary fi gurify 
for 1984, said foe Bureau of Jus- 
tice Statistics, there were 35.3 mil- 
lion "victimisations’’ compared to 
37 million the year before. Bureau 
Director Steven Schiesinger said 
foe drop in the overall crime rate 
may (^attributable to chan ge s in 
sentencing procedures, increased 
citizen involvement in crime pre- 
vention and the shrinking group of ’ 
people prone to commit crimes. 
These are people between the 
ages of 14-24. Several scholars 
have cited decl ining birth rates as 
a factor in declining crime, but Mr. 
Schiesinger cautioned against 
over-emphasising the effects of 
demographic changes. ^ 




Winegrower to report 
on ‘test-tube’ grapes 


WESTMINSTER, j 
(AP) — A winegrowe 
address a University of 
fcrcnce this month on " 
grapes says the key to 
at cloning a grapvevme 
?ell appears to be an 
Hamilton Mowfoa] 
foray Wfoecdlars Ltd 

first began experiment! 

idea in 1975 after a stu 
University of Maiyl 
asked if tissue cultures 
done on grapes. Mai 
then-student Wflliam I 
working together on t 
and by 1977 were planti 
cloned vines. Although 
takes foree or four year 
to produce grapes, 1 t 
vines produced a crop 
ono year, Mowbray sa 
his speech at foe Apr 

ference would be a sta 

on foe doned plants. 
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